
Reading Module Teacher Notes:

The reading portion of this unit is designed for whole-group instruction. Each class begins with an excerpt that the class reads together. It is recommended that the 
teacher read the excerpt aloud while students follow along. Alternatively, the teacher may ask a few strong readers to take turns reading sections aloud. Whenever 
possible, the text should be read aloud to support students who are still developing foundational literacy skills. After the reading, the teacher facilitates a discussion 
using provided questions to help students interpret the text and clarify any misconceptions. For examples on how to format the discussion, refer to the Literacy 
Discussion Protocols. Answers to all dicussion questions can be found below as well as in the presenter notes of the daily slide deck. On some days, the discussion is 
followed by a brief mini-lesson or review of a specific skill or concept. To reinforce comprehension and writing skills, students then complete an independent work 
task, responding to short-answer reading comprehension questions. These tasks are differentiated by level to meet students’ varying needs. Advanced students 
receive more complex questions, while beginning students work with more targeted questions and greater scaffolding. All short response questions are evaluated 
using the Short Response Rubric.

Day Lesson (Slide deck linked) 📖 Reading 🔎 Vocabulary Focus 💬 Discussion Questions 📝 Comprehension Questions - BLUE Blue Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - GREEN Green Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - YELLOW Yellow Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - RED Red Answer Key

1 Chapter 1 Hatchet pages 1-12 Visitation rights (p. 6) Legal 
permission for a parent to spend 
time with their child after a 
divorce or separation.

Bushplane (p. 1) A small aircraft 
used to travel to remote areas, 
often with limited or no airport 
infrastructure.

Throttle (p. 4) A device that 
controls an engine’s power or 
speed.

How is Brian feeling at the 
beginning of the chapter, and 
what clues from the text help 
you understand his emotional 
state?
Sample Answer: Brian feels 
anxious, overwhelmed, and 
emotionally distant. He doesn't 
speak much to the pilot and is 
preoccupied with “The Secret” 
and the pain of his parents' 
divorce. Words like “roaring,” 
“consuming,” and “loud” reflect 
both the physical environment 
and his inner turmoil. His silence 
and internal thoughts show he’s 
struggling emotionally.

What do we learn about Brian’s 
family situation, and how 
might this be affecting his 
thoughts and behavior during 
the flight?
Sample Answer: Brian’s parents 
are divorced, and he is on his 
way to visit his father as part of a 
court-ordered summer 
visitation. He feels angry and 
confused about the divorce, and 
he knows something (“The 
Secret”) that adds to his 
emotional weight. This makes 
him withdrawn and distracted 
during the flight.

How does this chapter fit into 
the overall structure of the 
story? Why?
Sample Answer: This chapter is 
the exposition of the story. It 
introduces the main character 
(Brian), the setting (a bush plane 
over the northern wilderness), 
and the central conflict begins to 
emerge with the pilot’s sudden 
illness. It sets the stage for the 
survival story that follows.

1. How does the author use contrast between the environment 
inside the plane and Brian’s internal thoughts to develop 
tension in the chapter? Use at least two pieces of evidence 
from the text.

2. Brian reflects on “The Secret” multiple times during the 
flight. How does this internal conflict begin to shape his 
character in the opening chapter? What might this suggest 
about his personal journey ahead?

3. In what ways does the pilot’s heart attack act as a turning 
point in the exposition of the story? How does this moment 
begin to shift the genre from realistic fiction to survival 
narrative?

1. How does the author use contrast between the environment 
inside the plane and Brian’s internal thoughts to develop 
tension in the chapter?
The author contrasts the calm, mechanical hum of the plane with 
Brian’s inner turmoil to heighten tension. While the pilot makes 
small talk and the flight seems uneventful, Brian is overwhelmed 
by thoughts of his parents’ divorce and “The Secret.” For example, 
the phrase “a consuming roar in his ears” symbolizes both the 
sound of the engine and his emotional overload. This duality 
creates unease and foreshadows chaos ahead.

2. Brian reflects on “The Secret” multiple times during the 
flight. How does this internal conflict begin to shape his 
character in the opening chapter?
Brian’s preoccupation with “The Secret” reveals his inner guilt and 
emotional complexity. It shows he is carrying a psychological 
burden beyond just the physical journey. His silence and intense 
inward focus suggest he is not only dealing with the divorce but 
also with moral dilemmas and questions of loyalty. This 
foreshadows a character who will be forced to grow through 
isolation and emotional processing.

3. In what ways does the pilot’s heart attack act as a turning 
point in the exposition of the story?
The heart attack abruptly shifts the narrative from a routine flight 
to a crisis. It marks the end of the exposition and launches the 
rising action. The moment is described in stark physical detail — 
the pilot’s jerking, the smell, the quiet after. This transition signals 
to the reader that Brian is no longer a passive passenger but is now 
on the brink of a life-altering survival situation, changing the genre 
and stakes immediately.

1. What does Brian’s reaction to the pilot’s heart attack tell us 
about his character? Use details from the text to support your 
answer.

2. Why is “The Secret” important to Brian, and how does it 
affect him during the flight?

3. What do we learn about the setting of the story in this 
chapter? How does the author describe it, and why is it 
important to the plot?

1. What does Brian’s reaction to the pilot’s heart attack tell us 
about his character?
Brian’s reaction shows that he is scared and unsure, but he also 
tries to stay calm. He watches in shock and listens to the pilot’s 
breathing stop, then realizes he is alone. He doesn’t panic 
immediately but starts to think through what he needs to do. This 
shows that while he is afraid, he is also trying to be brave and think 
logically.

2. Why is “The Secret” important to Brian, and how does it 
affect him during the flight?
“The Secret” is something Brian knows about his mother that is 
deeply upsetting. It keeps coming back into his mind during the 
flight, distracting him and making him feel more alone and 
burdened. It adds to the emotional weight he’s carrying and shows 
that he is struggling inside, even before the survival situation 
begins.

3. What do we learn about the setting of the story in this 
chapter?
The story is set in a small bushplane flying over a vast, remote 
wilderness. The author describes the endless forest, lakes, and sky, 
showing that they are far from cities or help. This is important 
because it means that when the pilot has a heart attack, Brian is 
truly alone in the wild, and survival will be extremely difficult.

1. What happens to the pilot in this chapter? How does Brian 
react at first? (pg 10-11)
When the pilot has a ... , Brian ...

2. Why is Brian going on the bushplane? What do we learn 
about his family? (pg 1-3)
Brian is flying to see ... because ...

3. What is one thing Brian thinks about during the flight that 
makes him upset? (pg 5)
Brian thinks about ... , and it makes him feel ...

1. What happens to the pilot in this chapter? How does Brian 
react at first? (pg 10-11)
When the pilot has a heart attack, Brian is scared and doesn’t 
know what to do at first. He watches the pilot stop breathing and 
realizes he is alone.

2. Why is Brian going on the bushplane? What do we learn 
about his family? (pg 1-3) Brian is flying to see his dad because his 
parents are divorced. He is going to visit his dad for the summer.

3. What is one thing Brian thinks about during the flight that 
makes him upset? (pg 5)
Brian thinks about “The Secret,” which is something he knows 
about his mom that makes him feel angry and confused.

1. What happened to the pilot? (pg 10)
The pilot had a ....

2. Who is Brian going to visit? (pg 6)
Brian is going to see his ...

3. Where is the plane flying? (pg2)
The plane is flying over the ...

1. What happened to the pilot? (pg 10)
The pilot had a heart attack.

2. Who is Brian going to visit? (pg 6)
Brian is going to see his dad.

3. Where is the plane flying? (pg2)
The plane is flying over the forest.

2 Chapter 2 Hatchet pages 13-24 Transmission (p. 19)
A message sent over a radio or 
other communication system.

Altimeter (p. 16)
An instrument used in aircrafts 
to measure altitude — how high 
the plane is above the ground or 
sea level.

Static (p. 18–19)
Crackling or hissing sounds on 
the radio that make it hard to 
hear.

How does Brian’s thinking 
begin to change in this 
chapter? What moments show 
his shift from panic to 
problem-solving?
Sample Answer: At first, Brian is 
frozen and overwhelmed, but we 
begin to see him think through 
actions: how to use the radio, 
how to glide the plane, and how 
to prepare for a crash landing. 
He repeats steps to calm himself, 
develops a system for radio calls, 
and mentally rehearses what to 
do when the engine fails. These 
moments show early signs of his 
resilience and growing 
resourcefulness.

What does Brian’s struggle 
with the radio teach us about 
the challenges of survival in 
the wilderness?
Sample Answer: It shows how 
isolation can make even basic 
tasks difficult. Although he 
figures out how to use the radio, 
static and a weak signal prevent 
real communication. It 
highlights how survival requires 
not just knowledge but also luck, 
persistence, and emotional 
control — especially when things 
don’t go as planned.

How does this chapter fit into 
the overall structure of the 
story? Why?
Sample Answer: This chapter is 
part of the rising action. The 
emergency becomes more 
serious — the pilot is dead, the 
plane will crash, and Brian is the 
only one who can act. His 
choices now matter more than 
ever. The tension builds as he 
realizes help may not come and 
he must prepare to crash the 
plane himself.

1. How does Paulsen (the author) use sentence structure and 
pacing to show Brian’s rising fear and urgency during the radio 
attempts? Use at least one specific example.

2. What internal and external challenges does Brian face in this 
chapter, and how does he begin to respond to them differently 
than in Chapter 1?

3. How does Brian's discovery and use of the altimeter and radio 
reflect the theme of survival through learning and adaptation? 
What does it reveal about his character?

1. How does Paulsen (the author) use sentence structure and 
pacing to show Brian’s rising fear and urgency during the radio 
attempts?
Paulsen uses short, fragmented sentences and repetition to mirror 
Brian’s panic. For example, when Brian yells into the microphone, 
“Help! Somebody help me!” and repeats, “don’t know… don’t 
know…,” the sentence structure mirrors his mental chaos. These 
choices speed up the pace and make the reader feel the urgency 
and helplessness of the moment.

2. What internal and external challenges does Brian face in this 
chapter, and how does he begin to respond to them differently 
than in Chapter 1?
Internally, Brian struggles with fear, self-doubt, and the realization 
that no one is coming to help. Externally, he must manage the 
plane, use unfamiliar tools, and prepare for an emergency landing. 
Unlike in Chapter 1, where he froze, Brian begins to take calculated 
action — experimenting with controls, establishing a radio pattern, 
and rehearsing what to do. This shows his early steps toward self-
reliance.

3. How does Brian's discovery and use of the altimeter and radio 
reflect the theme of survival through learning and adaptation?
Brian doesn’t know what the instruments mean at first, but he 
observes, makes guesses, and uses prior knowledge (like 
remembering how a CB radio works). Even when he's unsure, he 
tries. This shows that survival isn't about knowing everything, but 
about adapting quickly and trying to figure things out. His 
persistence reveals emerging resilience and courage.

1. How does Brian try to get help after the pilot dies, and what 
problems does he run into?

2. What does Brian learn about himself in this chapter? How 
does he start to think differently about the situation he’s in?

3. What is Brian most afraid of in this chapter, and how does he 
try to deal with that fear?

1. How does Brian try to get help after the pilot dies, and what 
problems does he run into?
Brian tries to use the radio to call for help. He figures out how to 
turn it on and talks into it, but he doesn’t know the right words to 
say. Even when someone hears him, the signal is weak and full of 
static, so they can’t really talk to each other. Eventually, the radio 
goes silent again.

2. What does Brian learn about himself in this chapter? How 
does he start to think differently about the situation he’s in?
Brian starts to realize that he is on his own and might not get help 
in time. Instead of freezing, he begins to make plans. He figures out 
how to keep the plane steady, use the radio, and think about what 
to do when the engine stops. He starts to believe he can at least try 
to survive.

3. What is Brian most afraid of in this chapter, and how does he 
try to deal with that fear?
Brian is most afraid of crashing the plane and dying alone in the 
wilderness. He deals with this fear by trying to stay calm, repeat 
steps in his head, and take small actions like using the radio and 
watching the controls. Thinking through the crash landing helps 
him feel a little more prepared.

1. What does Brian do after the pilot dies?
After the pilot dies, Brian ...

2. Why is the radio important to Brian in this chapter?
The radio is important because ...

3. What does Brian do to prepare for the crash?
Brian prepares for the crash by ...

1. What does Brian do after the pilot dies?
After the pilot dies, Brian tries to fly the plane and use the radio to 
get help.

2. Why is the radio important to Brian in this chapter?
The radio is important because it is the only way Brian might talk 
to someone and get rescued.

3. What does Brian do to prepare for the crash?
Brian prepares for the crash by thinking about where to land, 
watching the controls, and trying to stay calm.

1. What does Brian try to use to call for help?
Brian tries to use the ...

2. What happens to the plane’s engine?
The engine ...             
3. What is Brian trying to do at the end of the chapter?
Brian is trying to ...

1. What does Brian try to use to call for help?
Brian tries to use the radio.

2. What happens to the plane’s engine?
The engine stops working.

3. What is Brian trying to do at the end of the chapter?
Brian is trying to land the plane.

3 Chapter 3 Hatchet pages 25-28 Altitude (pg. 25) – The height of 
an object or point in relation to 
sea level or ground level.

Agony (pg. 26) – Extreme 
physical or mental suffering.

Impact (pg. 28) – The action of 
one object coming forcibly into 
contact with another; collision.

1. How does the author use 
sensory language to describe 
the crash? What does this help 
you understand about Brian’s 
experience?
Sample Answer: Paulsen 
describes sounds (like “tearing 
metal” and “screaming wind”), 
feelings (such as “sickening 
lurch” and “he felt his head slam 
back”), and visuals (trees 
“exploding” in green). These 
vivid, sensory details help 
readers feel Brian’s 
disorientation, terror, and the 
violence of the crash, putting 
them in the scene with him.

2. What does Brian’s physical 
reaction during the fall reveal 
about his mental state?
Sample Answer: Brian is 
overwhelmed and largely reacts 
on instinct. He vomits, can’t 
think clearly, and clutches at the 
controls without knowing what 
to do. This shows he’s still in a 
state of panic and not yet 
thinking rationally — his mind 
hasn’t caught up to the danger 
he’s in.

3. Where does this chapter fall 
in the overall story structure? 
Why is it important?
Sample Answer: This is a major 
turning point — the climax of 
the introductory conflict. The 
crash ends the setup and begins 
Brian’s new reality of survival. It 
shifts the story from uncertainty 
to action, from emotional stress 
to physical survival, setting the 
tone for the challenges ahead.

1. How does Gary Paulsen use pacing and sentence structure to 
heighten the intensity of the crash scene? Give at least one 
example from the text.

2. What internal and external forces are at play during the 
crash, and how does Brian respond to each?

3. Why is this chapter a turning point in the novel? How does it 
shift both the plot and Brian’s role in the story?

1. How does Gary Paulsen use pacing and sentence structure to 
heighten the intensity of the crash scene?
Paulsen uses short, choppy sentences, fragmented thoughts, and 
repetition to mimic Brian’s panic and the chaos of the moment. 
For example, sentences like “Trees. Green. So bright. Green.” break 
from traditional flow, reflecting Brian’s frantic perception and 
speeding up the pace to match the urgency of the crash.

2. What internal and external forces are at play during the 
crash, and how does Brian respond to each?
Externally, Brian is battling the force of gravity, the malfunctioning 
plane, and the forest environment. Internally, he is battling fear, 
disorientation, and nausea. He responds by trying to steady the 
plane with what little knowledge he has, and although terrified, he 
stays conscious and holds on, showing growing physical and 
emotional endurance.

3. Why is this chapter a turning point in the novel?
The crash marks the end of the “before” and the beginning of 
Brian’s fight for survival. Up until now, he was reacting to events; 
now he is fully alone and must take action to survive. The story 
transitions from anticipation to actual crisis, and Brian must now 
confront real physical and emotional challenges head-on.

1. What are some of the sights and sounds Brian notices during 
the crash? How do they help the reader understand what is 
happening?

2. How does Brian react physically and emotionally during the 
crash? What does this tell us about him?

3. How does this chapter change what Brian will have to face 
next in the story?

1. What are some of the sights and sounds Brian notices during 
the crash?
Brian sees trees, flashes of green, the lake, and the windshield 
shattering. He hears the engine stop, the sound of the plane 
hitting the trees, and the water. These details help the reader feel 
the chaos and danger of the crash, making it clear how serious the 
situation is.

2. How does Brian react physically and emotionally during the 
crash?
He vomits, hits his head, and is thrown around the cockpit. 
Emotionally, he’s panicked and overwhelmed, but he stays 
conscious. This shows that even though he’s terrified, he’s trying to 
survive and endure the fear and pain.

3. How does this chapter change what Brian will have to face 
next in the story?
Now that the crash has happened, Brian is alone in the wilderness. 
He can’t rely on anyone else and will have to figure out how to stay 
alive. The story will now focus on his survival and how he deals with 
being in the wild.

1. What does Brian see and hear during the crash?
During the crash, Brian sees ... and hears ...

2. How does Brian’s body react in the crash?
Brian’s body ...

3. What happens at the end of the chapter?
At the end of the chapter, ...

1. What does Brian see and hear during the crash?
During the crash, Brian sees trees and green everywhere and hears 
the loud sound of the plane hitting the forest.

2. How does Brian’s body react in the crash?
Brian’s body gets thrown around, he hits his head, and he vomits.

3. What happens at the end of the chapter?
At the end of the chapter, the plane crashes into the lake and 
everything goes quiet.

1. What happens to the plane?
The plane ...

2. What does Brian hit during the crash?
Brian hits ...

3. Where does the plane land?
The plane lands in ...

1. What happens to the plane?
The plane crashes.

2. What does Brian hit during the crash?
Brian hits his head.

3. Where does the plane land?
The plane lands in a lake.

4 Chapter 4 Hatchet pages 29-39 Swarm (pg. 34) – A large group 
of insects moving together.

Agony (pg. 35) – Intense pain or 
suffering.

Hummocks (pg. 37) – Small 
rounded hills or mounds.

1. What does Brian notice 
about nature after the crash? 
How is the environment 
described differently now that 
he is alone in it?
Sample Answer: Brian begins to 
see the natural world in vivid 
detail — the color of the sky, the 
sounds of insects, the shimmer 
of the lake. The environment 
feels both overwhelming and 
alive. Before, nature was just 
background; now it’s everything. 
He notices beauty but also 
harshness, especially through 
the pain, bugs, and silence.

2. How does Brian’s experience 
with the insects and his 
physical pain shape the way he 
sees himself and his situation?
Sample Answer: Brian realizes 
that survival is not just dramatic 
— it’s uncomfortable, painful, 
and relentless. The mosquitos, 
flies, sunburn, and his bruised 
body make him feel powerless. 
But he also begins to endure it. 
He’s learning that surviving 
means facing both nature’s 
wonder and its cruelty, and this 
begins to change his mindset 
from panic to resilience.

3. Where does this chapter fall 
in the story structure, and why 
is it important?
Sample Answer: This chapter 
bridges two major arcs. It 
finishes the falling action of the 
crash and starts the rising action 
of Brian’s survival. It shows the 
aftermath — his shock, his 
injuries, his slow processing of 
what’s happened — and it sets 
up the long struggle ahead. It’s 
the beginning of his 
transformation.

1. How does Gary Paulsen use imagery and figurative language 
to convey Brian’s physical and emotional state in this chapter? 
Provide at least one quote.

2. In what ways does Brian’s experience with the insects reflect 
the theme of survival? What does his reaction suggest about 
his growth?

3. How does the author use contrast between the wilderness 
and Brian’s memories of home to deepen the impact of his 
isolation?

1. How does Gary Paulsen use imagery and figurative language 
to convey Brian’s physical and emotional state?
Paulsen uses vivid sensory details and metaphors to show Brian’s 
pain and confusion. For example, “his forehead felt massively 
swollen to the touch, almost like a mound out over his eyes” paints 
a clear picture of his physical suffering. Emotionally, lines like “the 
memory was like a knife cutting into him” reveal Brian’s inner 
turmoil and trauma through metaphor.

2. In what ways does Brian’s experience with the insects reflect 
the theme of survival?
The insects are a symbol of nature’s constant and unexpected 
challenges. Brian’s reaction — trying to shield himself, failing, then 
enduring — shows his slow shift from helplessness to acceptance. 
This moment highlights how survival involves not only dramatic 
choices but also the ability to persist through discomfort.

3. How does the author use contrast between the wilderness 
and Brian’s memories of home?
Paulsen contrasts the calm, structured memories of Brian’s past — 
like his bike ride or his mother’s car — with the chaotic, 
uncontrollable wilderness around him. This contrast emphasizes 
Brian’s isolation and forces the reader to recognize how completely 
his world has changed. It deepens the emotional weight of his 
survival journey.

1. How does Brian feel about the crash now that it’s over? What 
does he realize about being alive?

2. What does Brian notice about the nature around him, and 
how does it make him feel?

3. What is one example of figurative language the author uses 
to describe Brian’s pain or fear? Why do you think the author 
used it?

1. How does Brian feel about the crash now that it’s over? What 
does he realize about being alive?
Brian feels pain, fear, and confusion, but also starts to understand 
that he survived something terrible. He begins to feel the weight of 
being completely alone, but also realizes how lucky he is to be 
alive.

2. What does Brian notice about the nature around him, and 
how does it make him feel?
He notices the beauty of the sky, the silence, the animals, and the 
movement of the lake. It makes him feel small and overwhelmed, 
but it also starts to calm him. Nature is both scary and peaceful.

3. What is one example of figurative language the author uses 
to describe Brian’s pain or fear? Why do you think the author 
used it?
One example is when the author says the memory of the crash was 
“like a knife cutting into him.” This shows how deeply it hurt him 
emotionally. The author uses this to help readers understand how 
painful memories can feel just as real as physical pain.

1. How does Brian feel after the crash?
After the crash, Brian feels ...

2. What does Brian see and hear in the forest?
Brian sees ... and hears ...

3. The author says Brian’s memory was “like a knife cutting into 
him.” What does that mean?
It means that Brian’s memory ...

1. How does Brian feel after the crash?
After the crash, Brian feels sore, tired, and scared but glad to be 
alive.

2. What does Brian see and hear in the forest?
Brian sees the sky, trees, and water, and hears birds and bugs.

3. The author says Brian’s memory was “like a knife cutting into 
him.” What does that mean?
It means that Brian’s memory hurts him a lot and makes him feel 
very sad.

1. How does Brian feel in the forest?
Brian feels ...

2. What does Brian see after the crash?
Brian sees ...

3. Brian’s memory “felt like a knife.” What does this tell us 
about how he feels?
It tells us that Brian feels ...

1. How does Brian feel in the forest?
Brian feels sore, scared, and alone.

2. What does Brian see after the crash?
Brian sees trees, the lake, and the sky.

3. Brian’s memory “felt like a knife.” What does this tell us 
about how he feels?
It tells us that Brian feels very hurt and sad.

5 Chapter 5 Hatchet pages 40-51 Wither (pg. 40) – To dry up or 
weaken, often used to describe 
plants or people losing strength.

Motivated (pg. 46 & 51) – Having 
a strong reason or drive to take 
action.

Asset (pg. 47) – A valuable 
quality, person, or thing that is 
useful or helpful.

1. How does Brian’s thinking 
start to change in this chapter?
Sample Answer: Brian begins to 
think more clearly and 
deliberately. Instead of just 
reacting, he starts asking 
questions: Where am I? What do 
I have? What do I need to 
survive? He begins to plan and 
reflects on his situation with a 
new awareness. This shows he’s 
starting to move from panic to 
strategy — a key step in 
becoming more independent 
and resilient.

2. What role does Brian’s 
memory of Perpich play in his 
survival mindset?
Sample Answer: Perpich was a 
teacher who encouraged 
students to be positive and think 
clearly. Brian remembers this 
and starts using those ideas to 
motivate himself. The memory 
helps him shift from feeling 
helpless to feeling like he has 
some control. It also shows that 
even in the wild, what he learned 
in school and from others can 
still matter deeply.

3. Where does this chapter fit 
into the overall story 
structure?
Sample Answer: This chapter is 
firmly part of the rising action. It 
doesn’t feature dramatic action, 
but it marks a crucial turning 
point in Brian’s character arc. He 
begins to actively face his 
circumstances and prepare to 
survive — mentally and 
physically. It builds tension while 
showing internal change.

1. How does the author use figurative language to describe 
Brian’s thirst and need for water? What effect does this have on 
the reader?

2. How does Brian begin to shift from reacting to his 
environment to thinking about survival? Use at least one quote 
to support your answer.

3. What is the significance of Brian realizing he is “his best 
asset”? How does this moment connect to the unit’s guiding 
question about survival and transformation?

1. How does the author use figurative language to describe 
Brian’s thirst and need for water?
Paulsen uses powerful metaphors and hyperbole to show how 
overwhelming Brian’s thirst is. For example, he writes that it felt 
like “he would wither up and die” without water. This exaggeration 
helps the reader feel the urgency of his need and creates empathy 
for Brian’s desperation.

2. How does Brian begin to shift from reacting to thinking about 
survival?
Brian starts by assessing his situation and making mental lists of 
what he has and what he needs. He thinks, “Maybe I should try and 
figure out just how I stand.” This shows he’s no longer just 
panicking — he’s beginning to take control, think rationally, and 
plan ahead, which marks a shift in his mindset.

3. What is the significance of Brian realizing he is “his best 
asset”?
This moment is powerful because it shows Brian beginning to 
believe in himself. He remembers Perpich saying, “You are your 
most valuable asset.” Instead of focusing on what he lacks, Brian 
begins to trust his own abilities. It reflects the unit’s theme — that 
extreme experiences force transformation. He is starting to see 
himself as capable, not just a victim.

1. What does Brian do to find water, and how does he feel 
afterward?

2. Why does Brian remember his teacher Mr. Perpich? How 
does that memory help him?

3. What does it mean when Brian says he is his “best asset”? 
What does this show about how he is thinking now?

1. What does Brian do to find water, and how does he feel 
afterward?
Brian crawls to the lake and drinks a lot of water, even though it’s 
muddy and warm. At first, he feels relief and comfort, but then he 
vomits and realizes he has to be more careful. Still, he feels 
stronger after drinking.

2. Why does Brian remember his teacher Mr. Perpich? How 
does that memory help him?
He remembers that Mr. Perpich used to say to stay positive and 
that “you are your best asset.” Thinking about that helps Brian stay 
calm and start to plan. It reminds him to think instead of panic.

3. What does it mean when Brian says he is his “best asset”?
It means he understands that his brain, his thinking, and his 
choices are the most important tools he has. It shows that he’s 
starting to believe in himself and take responsibility for surviving.

1. What does Brian do to get water?
Brian gets water by ...

2. How does Brian feel after he drinks the water?
Brian feels ...

3. Why does Brian remember his teacher Mr. Perpich?
Brian remembers Mr. Perpich because ...

1. What does Brian do to get water?
Brian gets water by crawling to the lake and drinking it from his 
hands.

2. How does Brian feel after he drinks the water?
Brian feels better at first, but then sick. Later, he feels stronger.

3. Why does Brian remember his teacher Mr. Perpich?
Brian remembers Mr. Perpich because he said to stay positive and 
use your brain.

1. Where does Brian get water?
Brian gets water from ...

2. How does Brian feel after drinking the water?
Brian feels ...

3. Who does Brian remember in this chapter?
Brian remembers ...

1. Where does Brian get water?
Brian gets water from the lake.

2. How does Brian feel after drinking the water?
Brian feels sick at first, then better.

3. Who does Brian remember in this chapter?
Brian remembers Mr. Perpich, his teacher.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1irYgAFgG8R0ygADoNp1X6vytDTC0crDXuY_0-kigjMc/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1koG9Uh6DHES9aR5-cCBOlQe3GWrUNN40UIj6kdcz7yM/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/152LxrcIy4SN63ifHtu4TwtUrFj2Tyg28PE1EeIwN0so/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13y48TcwkxD10tqPiDW6Y60Pmt4uwt2j1X2Z-D0bHh6c/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1suqoFcNFTcO44VNQMqNLkfJPnZejm1HLAQguh0HdnlA/edit?slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_88#slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_88


Reading Module Teacher Notes:

The reading portion of this unit is designed for whole-group instruction. Each class begins with an excerpt that the class reads together. It is recommended that the 
teacher read the excerpt aloud while students follow along. Alternatively, the teacher may ask a few strong readers to take turns reading sections aloud. Whenever 
possible, the text should be read aloud to support students who are still developing foundational literacy skills. After the reading, the teacher facilitates a discussion 
using provided questions to help students interpret the text and clarify any misconceptions. For examples on how to format the discussion, refer to the Literacy 
Discussion Protocols. Answers to all dicussion questions can be found below as well as in the presenter notes of the daily slide deck. On some days, the discussion is 
followed by a brief mini-lesson or review of a specific skill or concept. To reinforce comprehension and writing skills, students then complete an independent work 
task, responding to short-answer reading comprehension questions. These tasks are differentiated by level to meet students’ varying needs. Advanced students 
receive more complex questions, while beginning students work with more targeted questions and greater scaffolding. All short response questions are evaluated 
using the Short Response Rubric.

Day Lesson (Slide deck linked) 📖 Reading 🔎 Vocabulary Focus 💬 Discussion Questions 📝 Comprehension Questions - BLUE Blue Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - GREEN Green Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - YELLOW Yellow Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - RED Red Answer Key

6 Chapter 6 Hatchet pages 52-62 Overhang (pg. 53–54) – A part of 
something that sticks out or 
hangs over, like a rock ledge that 
can provide shelter.

Blister (pg. 54) – A raised area on 
the skin filled with fluid, often 
caused by heat or rubbing.

Pulverized (pg. 53) – Crushed or 
ground into a powder or small 
pieces, often by force or 
pressure.

1. What does this chapter show 
about how Brian is beginning 
to solve problems on his own?
Sample Answer: Brian starts 
using observation, memory, and 
logic to make decisions. He 
remembers survival shows, 
evaluates the land around him, 
tests ideas (like rubbing sticks 
together), and improvises tools. 
For example, he chooses the 
overhang for shelter and finds 
berries by following birds. These 
decisions show his mindset is 
shifting from panic to problem-
solving.

2. How does Brian’s 
relationship with the natural 
world begin to shift?
Sample Answer: At first, Brian is 
afraid and overwhelmed. Now 
he starts to notice patterns—
how birds find berries, how 
shadows mark time. He sees 
nature not just as danger, but as 
a guide. This shift shows he’s 
becoming more observant, 
adaptive, and connected to the 
world around him.

3. Where does this chapter fall 
in the story structure, and why 
is it significant?
Sample Answer: It’s in the rising 
action. The crash and initial 
shock are behind him, and this 
chapter marks his first major 
steps toward independent 
survival. Building a shelter, 
finding food, and reflecting on 
how to stay safe all signal that 
Brian is becoming more 
resourceful. It sets the stage for 
more complex survival 
challenges ahead.

1. What evidence in the text shows Brian is learning to observe 
and respond to his environment more thoughtfully?

2. Why is Brian’s choice of shelter location important, and what 
does it reveal about his ability to assess and plan for survival?

3. How does the author use figurative language and imagery to 
describe Brian’s search for food and shelter? What effect does 
this language have on the reader?

1. How does the author use figurative language and imagery to 
describe Brian’s search for food and shelter?
Paulsen uses hyperbole and sensory imagery to show how intense 
Brian’s experiences are. For example, the berries “exploded in his 
mouth” and “pulverized his tongue with sweetness,” which shows 
just how desperate Brian was for food and how overpowering the 
flavor was after such hunger. These metaphors make the reader 
feel Brian’s physical reactions and connect emotionally to his 
survival experience.

2. What evidence in the text shows Brian is learning to observe 
and respond to his environment more thoughtfully?
Brian notices how birds lead him to berries and how the shelter 
overhang can protect him from animals and weather. Instead of 
guessing, he watches, listens, and then decides. This shows he’s 
learning from nature rather than fighting against it, which is 
critical to his survival.

3. Why is Brian’s choice of shelter location important, and what 
does it reveal about his ability to assess and plan?
The shelter under the overhang is strategic: it’s protected, near the 
lake, and can be reinforced. His reasoning shows growth — he’s 
thinking ahead about weather, animals, and even future 
improvements. It reflects his shift from surviving minute-to-minute 
to preparing for longer-term survival.

1. How does Brian find the berries, and what does this tell us 
about how he is learning to survive?

2. Why does Brian choose the overhang for his shelter? What 
does this show about his thinking?

3. The author writes that the berries “pulverized his tongue with 
sweetness.” What does this mean, and why is it important?

1. How does Brian find the berries, and what does this tell us 
about how he is learning to survive?
Brian follows the birds and watches where they go. When he sees 
them eating berries, he realizes he can eat them too. This shows 
he’s paying attention to nature and learning from it, which helps 
him survive.

2. Why does Brian choose the overhang for his shelter? What 
does this show about his thinking?
He picks the overhang because it’s dry, safe, and close to water. He 
also thinks about how to protect it from animals. This shows he’s 
thinking ahead and making smart choices to stay safe.

3. The author writes that the berries “pulverized his tongue with 
sweetness.” What does this mean, and why is it important?
It means the berries had a strong, sweet taste that surprised Brian. 
It’s important because it shows how hungry he was and how 
powerful his need for food had become. It helps the reader 
understand his physical and emotional state.

1. How does Brian find the berries? (pg. 59)
Brian finds the berries by ...

2. Why does Brian need food and shelter? (pg. 52, 54, 59)
Brian needs food and shelter so he can ...

4. The author says the berries “pulverized his tongue.” What 
does that mean? (pg. 59)
It means the berries tasted ...

1. How does Brian find the berries? (pg. 59)
Brian finds the berries by watching the birds and following them to 
the bushes.

2. Why does Brian need food and shelter? (pg. 52, 54, 59)
✎ Sentence Starter: Brian needs food and shelter so he can stay 
safe and survive in the forest.

3. The author says the berries “pulverized his tongue.” What 
does that mean? (pg. 59)
It means the berries tasted very strong and sweet because he was 
so hungry.

1. What does Brian eat? (pg. 59)
Brian eats ...

2. Why does Brian want a shelter? (pg. 52, 54–55)
Brian wants a shelter to ...

3. The book says the berries “pulverized his tongue.” What does 
that mean? (pg. 59)
It means the berries were ...

1. What does Brian eat? (pg. 59)
Brian eats raspberries from the bushes.

2. Why does Brian want a shelter? (pg. 52, 54–55)
Brian wants a shelter to stay safe and protected.

3. The book says the berries “pulverized his tongue.” What does 
that mean? (pg. 59)
It means the berries were very strong and sweet because he was 
very hungry.

7 Chapter 7 Hatchet pages 63-73 Whine (pg. 65) – A high-pitched, 
annoying sound, often used to 
describe mosquitoes buzzing 
around.

Stagger (pg. 66) – To walk or 
move unsteadily, often because 
of pain or exhaustion.

Seepage (pg. 72) – The slow 
escape of a liquid or gas through 
small openings, often from the 
ground or a surface.

1. What physical and emotional 
challenges does Brian face in 
this chapter, and how does he 
respond to them?
Sample Answer: Brian becomes 
violently sick after eating too 
many gut cherries, suffers 
intense stomach pain, and 
experiences a sleepless, 
miserable night. Emotionally, he 
feels fear, regret, and deep 
loneliness. However, he reflects 
on what he’s learned and 
recognizes that mistakes in the 
wilderness can be dangerous, 
which helps him begin to think 
more carefully and cautiously.

2. How does Brian’s encounter 
with the bear affect his 
thinking about the wilderness 
and his place in it?
Sample Answer: When Brian 
comes face-to-face with the 
bear, he realizes that the animals 
are not out to hurt him — the 
bear simply wants the berries. 
This moment teaches Brian that 
he must coexist with nature. It’s 
a powerful shift in his mindset 
from fear to respect, reinforcing 
that he’s not in control but is 
part of a larger, wild system.

3. Where does this chapter fall 
in the story structure, and 
what makes it a turning point?
Sample Answer: This chapter is 
still in the rising action, but it 
acts as a major turning point in 
Brian’s understanding of 
survival. He learns that even 
things that seem like success 
(like finding berries) can lead to 
danger if he isn’t careful. The 
experience humbles him and 
pushes him to adapt with more 
thoughtfulness and care.

1. How does Brian’s thinking begin to shift after getting sick 
from the berries and seeing the bear? What lessons does he 
learn?

2. What does the author’s use of sensory imagery (like sounds, 
pain, and taste) help you understand about Brian’s experience 
in this chapter?

3. Why is Brian’s reaction to the bear important to 
understanding his development as a character?

1. How does Brian’s thinking begin to shift after getting sick 
from the berries and seeing the bear?
Brian realizes that surviving isn’t just about finding food — it’s 
about making careful, smart choices. He learns to respect the 
forest and to think before acting. These experiences help him 
become more cautious, aware, and mature.

2. What does the author’s use of sensory imagery help you 
understand about Brian’s experience?
The author uses vivid imagery like the “whine” of mosquitoes and 
the sharp pain in Brian’s stomach to make the reader feel how 
overwhelming and painful survival can be. It helps us understand 
Brian’s physical suffering and emotional stress more deeply.

3. Why is Brian’s reaction to the bear important to 
understanding his development as a character?
Instead of panicking, Brian stays calm and realizes the bear isn’t 
trying to hurt him. This shows growth — he’s starting to 
understand and respect the natural world instead of just fearing it.

1. Why does Brian get sick, and what does he learn from the 
experience?

2. What happens when Brian sees the bear, and how does he 
react?

3. What does Brian realize about living in the forest by the end 
of this chapter?

1. Why does Brian get sick, and what does he learn from the 
experience?
Brian eats too many gut cherries, which makes him very sick. He 
learns that he must be careful about what and how much he eats 
in the wilderness, and that rushing can be dangerous.

2. What happens when Brian sees the bear, and how does he 
react?
Brian is scared at first, but the bear doesn’t hurt him. He stays still 
and watches it leave. This shows that Brian is learning how to 
handle danger without panicking.

3. What does Brian realize about living in the forest by the end 
of this chapter?
Brian realizes that the forest is powerful and full of challenges. He 
can’t control it, but he can learn to live with it and respect it.

1. What does Brian eat in this chapter? (pg. 64)
Brian eats ...

2. Why does Brian get sick? (pg. 66)
Brian gets sick because ...

3. What animal does Brian see near the berry bushes? (pg. 68–
69)
Brian sees a ...

4. What does Brian learn from the bear and the berries? (pg. 69–
72)
Brian learns that ...

1. What does Brian eat in this chapter? (pg. 64)
Brian eats gut cherries.

2. Why does Brian get sick? (pg. 66)
Brian gets sick because he eats too many cherries too fast.

3. What animal does Brian see near the berry bushes? (pg. 68–
69)
Brian sees a bear.

4. What does Brian learn from the bear and the berries? (pg. 69–
72)
Brian learns that he needs to be more careful and respectful in the 
forest.

1. What does Brian eat? (pg. 64)
Brian eats ...

2. What happens after Brian eats the berries? (pg. 66)
Brian ...

3. What animal does Brian see? (pg. 68–69)
Brian sees a ...

3. How does Brian feel after seeing the bear? (pg. 69–70)
Brian feels ...

1. What does Brian eat? (pg. 64)
Brian eats gut cherries.

2. What happens after Brian eats the berries? (pg. 66)
Brian gets very sick and throws up.

3. What animal does Brian see? (pg. 68–69)
Brian sees a bear.

4. How does Brian feel after seeing the bear? (pg. 69–70)
Brian feels scared at first but then calm when the bear walks away.

8 Chapter 8 Hatchet pages 74-81 Slithering (pg. 75) – A smooth, 
sliding motion, like a snake.

Quill (pg. 76) – A sharp, stiff spine 
from a porcupine used as a 
defense.

Self-pity (pg. 77) – Feeling sorry 
for oneself in a way that can lead 
to helplessness or lack of action.

Imbedded (pg. 80) – Firmly fixed 
or set deeply into something, 
like stone or flesh.

1. What does Brian’s 
experience with the porcupine 
teach him about survival?
Brian learns that the forest is 
unpredictable and dangerous. 
He also realizes that panic and 
reacting without thinking can 
make things worse. This painful 
moment teaches him to observe 
more carefully and respond with 
more control in the future.

2. How does Brian change 
emotionally after the attack 
and the long night of pain and 
fear?
Brian hits an emotional low, 
crying and feeling completely 
overwhelmed. But this moment 
becomes a turning point. He 
realizes that feeling sorry for 
himself won’t help him survive. 
From this point forward, he 
begins to shift into a mindset of 
action and responsibility.

3. How does the moment of 
discovering fire mark a shift in 
the story structure and in 
Brian’s journey?
Fire represents Brian’s first major 
success — something he creates 
through skill and persistence. It 
gives him confidence, safety, and 
a sense of control. In terms of 
story structure, it’s the moment 
where Brian begins to move 
from surviving to adapting.

1. How does the porcupine attack affect Brian physically and 
emotionally, and what does he learn from it?

2. Why is Brian’s realization about self-pity important, and how 
does it shape his behavior moving forward?

3. What does the discovery of fire symbolize in Brian’s journey, 
and how does it change his sense of control?

1. How does the porcupine attack affect Brian physically and 
emotionally, and what does he learn from it?
Brian is hurt badly by the porcupine’s quills, which causes him pain 
and fear. Emotionally, it pushes him to a breaking point, but he 
learns that he must stay calm and avoid panic in order to survive.

2. Why is Brian’s realization about self-pity important, and how 
does it shape his behavior moving forward?
Brian understands that feeling sorry for himself won’t help him. 
This realization marks a turning point where he decides to take 
control and act with determination. It shows he’s beginning to 
grow stronger and more focused.

3. What does the discovery of fire symbolize in Brian’s journey, 
and how does it change his sense of control?
The fire symbolizes hope, safety, and progress. It’s the first time 
Brian creates something that helps him survive. This gives him 
confidence and a feeling that he can shape his own fate in the 
wilderness.

1. What happens when Brian is attacked in the night, and how 
does he react?

2. What does Brian realize after he feels sorry for himself?

3. Why is fire important to Brian, and how does he feel when he 
starts to create it?

1. What happens when Brian is attacked in the night, and how 
does he react?
Brian is attacked by a porcupine. He feels pain and fear, and at first, 
he panics, but later he pulls out the quills and tries to understand 
what happened.

2. What does Brian realize after he feels sorry for himself?
Brian realizes that crying and feeling bad won’t help him. He 
understands that he needs to stay strong and work harder if he 
wants to survive.

3. Why is fire important to Brian, and how does he feel when he 
starts to create it?
Fire is important because it gives him warmth and safety. When he 
starts to create it, he feels proud and excited, like he has more 
control over his life in the forest.

1. What animal attacks Brian in the night? (pg. 75–76)
Brian is attacked by a ...

2. What does Brian do after he is hurt? (pg. 76)
Brian ...

3. What does Brian realize about feeling sorry for 
himself? (pg. 77)
Brian realizes he must ...

1. What animal attacks Brian in the night? (pg. 75–76)
Brian is attacked by a porcupine.

2. What does Brian do after he is hurt? (pg. 76)
Brian pulls out the quills and tries to calm down.

3. What does Brian realize about feeling sorry for 
himself? (pg. 77)
Brian realizes he must stop crying and try to survive.

1. What animal hurts Brian? (pg. 75–76)
Brian is hurt by a ...

2. What does Brian do with the quills? (pg. 76)
Brian ... the quills.

3. How does Brian feel after the attack? (pg. 77)
Brian feels ...

1. What animal hurts Brian? (pg. 75–76)
Brian is hurt by a porcupine.

2. What does Brian do with the quills? (pg. 76)
Brian pulls out the quills.

3. How does Brian feel after the attack? (pg. 77)
Brian feels sad and scared.

9 Chapter 9 Hatchet pages 82-88 Tinder (pg. 82) — dry, flammable 
material used to start a fire

Flammable (pg. 83) — easily set 
on fire

Smoldered (pg. 84) — burned 
slowly with smoke but no flame

1. Why does Brian call the fire 
his “friend”?
Sample Answer: Brian calls the 
fire his friend because it gives 
him warmth, safety, and 
comfort. It makes him feel less 
alone and more in control. This 
shows that he is beginning to 
depend on his own work and is 
growing emotionally stronger 
since the crash.

2. What do you notice about 
how Gary Paulsen describes 
the process of building fire?
Sample Answer: Paulsen uses 
detailed, step-by-step 
descriptions to show how hard 
and careful Brian has to be. This 
helps readers feel the challenge 
and importance of the moment, 
making the fire feel like a huge 
accomplishment.

3. How is Brian’s relationship 
with nature continuing to shift 
in this chapter?
Sample Answer: Brian is 
becoming more observant, 
patient, and respectful of nature. 
Instead of fighting it, he’s 
learning to work with it. He uses 
natural materials like birchbark 
and watches how sparks behave, 
showing he’s adapting and 
becoming more resourceful.

1. How does Brian’s attitude toward fire change in this chapter?

2. What steps does Brian take to build the fire, and what 
challenges does he face?

3. Why is the moment Brian creates fire important to his 
survival and growth?

1. How does Brian’s attitude toward fire change in this chapter?
Brian begins to see fire as something alive and valuable. He calls it 
his “friend” because it provides warmth and safety. His feelings 
show that he is starting to appreciate what he can create with 
effort and patience.

2. What steps does Brian take to build the fire, and what 
challenges does he face?
Brian uses his hatchet to strike sparks and gathers birchbark for 
tinder. He tries many times and gets frustrated when nothing 
lights. He struggles to find the right material and the right way to 
blow gently. It takes time and problem-solving to finally get a 
flame.

3. Why is the moment Brian creates fire important to his 
survival and growth?
Making fire is a turning point. It means Brian now has warmth, 
protection, and a way to cook food. More importantly, it shows he’s 
becoming confident and capable. He sees that he can survive 
using his own knowledge and effort.

1. What does Brian use to try and start a fire?

2. What makes it hard for Brian to build the fire?

3. Why does Brian feel proud at the end of the chapter?

1. What does Brian use to try and start a fire?
Brian uses his hatchet to make sparks and birchbark as tinder.

2. What makes it hard for Brian to build the fire?
The sparks won’t catch at first. He doesn’t have the right material 
and has to figure out how to blow gently on the sparks.

3. Why does Brian feel proud at the end of the chapter?
Brian feels proud because he makes a fire all by himself. It shows 
he is learning and can take care of himself.

1. What does Brian use to make sparks? (pg. 82)
Brian uses a ...

2. Why is it hard for Brian to make a fire? (pg. 84–85)
It is hard because ...

3. How does Brian feel when the fire starts? (pg. 87–88)
Brian feels ...

1. What does Brian use to make sparks? (pg. 82)
Brian uses a hatchet.

2. Why is it hard for Brian to make a fire? (pg. 84–85)
It is hard because the sparks won’t catch and he has to blow 
carefully.

3. How does Brian feel when the fire starts? (pg. 87–88)
Brian feels happy and proud.

1. What tool does Brian use to make fire? (pg. 82)
Brian uses a ...

2. What does Brian use to catch the sparks? (pg. 83)
He uses ...

3. How does Brian feel when he makes fire? (pg. 87–88)
He feels ...

1. What tool does Brian use to make fire? (pg. 82)
Brian uses a hatchet.

2. What does Brian use to catch the sparks? (pg. 83)
He uses birchbark.

3. How does Brian feel when he makes fire? (pg. 87–88)
He feels proud and happy.

10 Chapter 10 Hatchet pages 89-97 Precious (p. 89) – something of 
great value; very important to 
someone.

Banked (p. 90) – to pile or 
arrange something in a way to 
preserve or maintain it (like a 
fire).

Convulse (p. 96) – to suffer 
violent, involuntary contractions 
of the muscles.

1. Why does Brian become so 
emotionally attached to the 
fire? What does it represent for 
him at this point in the story?
Sample Answer: Brian sees the 
fire as a friend and protector. It 
provides him with warmth, light, 
safety from animals and insects, 
and a sense of control in the 
wilderness. His emotional 
attachment reveals how deeply 
he has come to rely on it not just 
for survival, but for emotional 
comfort and security.

2. How does Brian’s discovery 
of the turtle eggs affect his 
behavior and thinking?
Sample answer: Finding the 
turtle eggs gives Brian a steady 
food source, easing one of his 
greatest anxieties. It also pushes 
him to overcome his revulsion 
(eating raw eggs) and take 
necessary steps to survive. It 
marks a turning point where he 
begins to see the forest not just 
as a threat, but as a place where 
he can find what he needs.

3. What does this chapter 
reveal about Brian’s growth in 
terms of survival skills and 
mindset?
Sample answer: Brian is 
becoming more resourceful and 
observant. He learns how to 
manage fire, collect food, and 
strategize for the future (like 
planning to ration eggs and 
build a signal fire). His mindset is 
shifting from fear and self-pity to 
problem-solving and hope, 
showing resilience and maturity.

1. Why does Brian treat the fire like a friend? What does this 
show about his emotional growth and sense of control? Use 
evidence from pages 89–91.

2. How does Paulsen use the contrast of light and dark in this 
chapter? What does this suggest about Brian’s changing 
mindset? Use at least two examples.

3. How does Brian’s reaction to hunger and the turtle eggs 
show his transformation? What does it reveal about how 
survival is reshaping him?

1. Why does Brian treat the fire like a friend? What does this 
show about his emotional growth and sense of control?
Brian calls the fire his “friend” because it gives him light, protection, 
and a sense of security in the wilderness. He becomes emotionally 
attached to it, watching over it carefully and feeling a deep need to 
keep it alive. This shows he’s shifting from panic and helplessness 
to control and independence. It marks a turning point where he 
sees himself as someone capable of survival rather than a victim of 
the crash (pg. 89–91).

2. How does Paulsen use the contrast of light and dark in this 
chapter? What does this suggest about Brian’s changing 
mindset?
Paulsen uses light (fire, day) to symbolize safety and control, while 
darkness represents fear and the unknown. The fire pushes back 
the dark, and Brian stays close to it, showing how he is starting to 
take charge of his situation. The turtle eggs, buried and hidden, are 
also discovered in the early morning light, connecting new 
knowledge with clarity and hope. These contrasts suggest Brian is 
moving from fear to confidence as he adapts (pg. 89, 93).

3. How does Brian’s reaction to hunger and the turtle eggs 
show his transformation? What does it reveal about how 
survival is reshaping him?
Brian’s hunger drives him to act on instinct, even when it disgusts 
him—like eating raw turtle eggs. Instead of rejecting the food, he 
forces himself to eat, realizing he has to do uncomfortable things 
to survive. He also decides to ration the eggs, showing new 
discipline and long-term thinking. This moment reveals that 
survival is no longer just physical—it’s changing his thinking, 
habits, and values (pg. 94–96).

1. What does the fire represent to Brian in this chapter, and how 
does he treat it differently than before?

2. How does Brian find the turtle eggs, and what does this 
moment reveal about how he’s learning to survive?

3. How does Brian’s thinking about food and hunger change by 
the end of the chapter? Use details from the text to support 
your answer.

1. What does the fire represent to Brian in this chapter, and how 
does he treat it differently than before?
The fire represents safety, comfort, and control. Brian begins to see 
it as something alive and important, even calling it his “friend.” He 
checks on it constantly, gathers wood to keep it going, and 
depends on it emotionally and physically. This shows his growing 
attachment to survival tools and his increasing independence.

2. How does Brian find the turtle eggs, and what does this 
moment reveal about how he’s learning to survive?
Brian sees tracks in the sand near the water and investigates. He 
notices a mound and digs until he finds a nest of turtle eggs. This 
shows that Brian is becoming more observant and using clues 
from nature to find food, a sign that he’s learning to adapt to his 
environment.

3. How does Brian’s thinking about food and hunger change by 
the end of the chapter?
At first, Brian is grossed out by the idea of eating raw eggs, but 
hunger pushes him to try one. He realizes he has no choice if he 
wants to live. By the end, he’s not just eating but also planning 
how to ration the eggs. This shows that he is adjusting to life in the 
wild and beginning to think ahead for survival.

1. What does Brian do to keep the fire going? (p. 89)
Brian keeps the fire going by...

2. How does Brian find the turtle eggs? (pp. 92–93)
Brian finds the turtle eggs when he...

3. How does Brian feel about eating the turtle eggs? (pp. 95–96)
Brian feels __________ about eating the turtle eggs because...

1. What does Brian do to keep the fire going? (p. 89)
Brian keeps the fire going by gathering dead wood, chopping it 
into smaller pieces, and feeding it into the flames. 

2. How does Brian find the turtle eggs? (pp. 92–93)
Brian finds the turtle eggs when he notices strange tracks in the 
sand and investigates. He digs into a mound and discovers a nest 
of eggs buried underneath.

3. How does Brian feel about eating the turtle eggs? (pp. 95–96)
Brian feels disgusted and unsure at first about eating the turtle 
eggs, but he forces himself to eat them because he’s very hungry. 

1. What does Brian build to keep the fire burning? (p. 89)
Brian builds...

2. What does Brian find in the sand by the water? (p. 93)
Brian finds...

3. How does Brian feel after eating the eggs? (p. 96)
Brian feels...

1. What does Brian build to keep the fire burning? (p. 89)
Brian builds a large pile of wood.

2. What does Brian find in the sand by the water? (p. 93)
Brian finds turtle eggs in the sand.

3. How does Brian feel after eating the eggs? (p. 96)
Brian feels better and less hungry after eating the eggs.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rVkvYIJUAcrZJXhdkqpLXopWDdiToD-yoMT53vuRB_Q/edit?slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_88#slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_88
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14gMuLk4amd4c8J4GnI8L7JASzcmVWzOVOoMB-NWE33M/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VLtRft0fn1IzWEkswXeek30Z-WxUA6SpZmKpvMNGs-U/edit?slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_88#slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_88
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FVmf6zYD8tNqeb3to1YKI31CEGZBjq94FpsLa4iGbPQ/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Oau1OBi2x_q2h4Dc2ArF8Y3wymj75CvAfGQxE6JdncQ/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p


Reading Module Teacher Notes:

The reading portion of this unit is designed for whole-group instruction. Each class begins with an excerpt that the class reads together. It is recommended that the 
teacher read the excerpt aloud while students follow along. Alternatively, the teacher may ask a few strong readers to take turns reading sections aloud. Whenever 
possible, the text should be read aloud to support students who are still developing foundational literacy skills. After the reading, the teacher facilitates a discussion 
using provided questions to help students interpret the text and clarify any misconceptions. For examples on how to format the discussion, refer to the Literacy 
Discussion Protocols. Answers to all dicussion questions can be found below as well as in the presenter notes of the daily slide deck. On some days, the discussion is 
followed by a brief mini-lesson or review of a specific skill or concept. To reinforce comprehension and writing skills, students then complete an independent work 
task, responding to short-answer reading comprehension questions. These tasks are differentiated by level to meet students’ varying needs. Advanced students 
receive more complex questions, while beginning students work with more targeted questions and greater scaffolding. All short response questions are evaluated 
using the Short Response Rubric.

Day Lesson (Slide deck linked) 📖 Reading 🔎 Vocabulary Focus 💬 Discussion Questions 📝 Comprehension Questions - BLUE Blue Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - GREEN Green Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - YELLOW Yellow Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - RED Red Answer Key

11 Chapter 11 Hatchet pages 98-104 Flammable (p. 83): Able to catch 
fire easily.

Patterned (p. 99): Marked with a 
repeated design or shape.

Ripples (p. 100): Small waves or 
undulations on the surface of 
water caused by movement.

1. What does Brian realize 
about his body and how it is 
changing in the wilderness?
Sample Answer: Brian notices 
that his body is becoming leaner 
and stronger. His face is tanned 
and weathered from the sun and 
smoke, and the swelling from his 
injuries has gone down. This 
physical change symbolizes the 
internal transformation he's 
undergoing — he's becoming 
more in tune with the natural 
world and more capable of 
surviving on his own.

2. What does Brian mean when 
he says, “I am not the same”?
Brian realizes that his senses are 
sharper and more connected to 
his surroundings. He can hear 
and see things more clearly and 
understands the cause of natural 
events before fully perceiving 
them. This shift reflects how he 
is no longer thinking like a “city 
boy” but adapting to wilderness 
life in both body and mind.

3. Why is the repeated line, 
“There were these things to 
do,” important to this chapter?
This phrase represents Brian’s 
coping strategy. By focusing on 
tasks — gathering wood, 
cleaning camp, preparing a 
signal fire — he avoids despair. It 
shows that routine, structure, 
and productivity help him 
manage fear and uncertainty, 
and marks a turning point in 
how he is taking control of his 
survival.

1. How does Gary Paulsen use sensory language to show how 
Brian has changed since the crash?

2. What is the significance of Brian choosing to stay busy with 
survival tasks instead of thinking about rescue or the past?

3. How does the idea of transformation emerge in this chapter, 
and what language does Paulsen use to communicate that 
change?

1. How does Gary Paulsen use sensory language to show how 
Brian has changed since the crash?
Paulsen describes Brian’s sharpened senses with phrases like “he 
could see, hear, and smell more clearly than before.” Brian notices 
subtle movements in the water and sounds in the forest, which 
shows his growing awareness and adaptation. This sensory detail 
emphasizes how Brian is no longer just surviving—he is becoming 
part of the natural world.

2. What is the significance of Brian choosing to stay busy with 
survival tasks instead of thinking about rescue or the past?
Brian’s focus on tasks like tending the fire, cleaning his shelter, and 
storing food shows a shift in mindset. Rather than being paralyzed 
by fear or sadness, he finds purpose in daily routines. This choice 
helps him maintain emotional stability and demonstrates that he’s 
beginning to take control of his life in the wilderness.

3. How does the idea of transformation emerge in this chapter, 
and what language does Paulsen use to communicate that 
change?
The chapter emphasizes transformation through Brian’s self-
reflection: “I am not the same.” Paulsen uses physical and 
psychological descriptions—Brian is leaner, more confident, and 
more aware. Repetitions like “there were these things to do” 
reinforce Brian’s mental shift from despair to resilience, signaling 
deep change.

1. How does Brian’s thinking change about the challenges he 
faces in the wilderness?

2. What is the meaning of the line, “I am not the same,” and 
how does it relate to Brian’s actions in this chapter?

3. Why does Brian repeat the phrase, “There were these things 
to do,” and what does it show about his mindset?

1. How does Brian’s thinking change about the challenges he 
faces in the wilderness?
Brian starts to see problems as things he can solve. Instead of 
being overwhelmed, he focuses on tasks like keeping the fire 
going and storing food. This shows that he’s becoming more 
confident and capable.

 2. What is the meaning of the line, “I am not the same,” and 
how does it relate to Brian’s actions in this chapter?
Brian realizes that he is changing. He is no longer scared or unsure. 
He acts with more purpose, notices more about the world around 
him, and handles problems more calmly, showing how much he’s 
grown.

3. Why does Brian repeat the phrase, “There were these things 
to do,” and what does it show about his mindset?
The phrase shows that Brian is staying focused on what he can 
control. By keeping busy with survival tasks, he avoids feeling 
hopeless and keeps himself calm and strong.

1. What are some changes Brian notices about himself through 
his reflection in the water? (p. 98)
Brian notices…

2. Why does Brian feel like he is “not the same”? (p. 99)
Brian feels different because…

3. What is one reason Brian keeps repeating “There were these 
things to do”? (p. 101)
One reason Brian says this is…

1. What are some changes Brian notices about himself through 
his reflection in the water? (p. 98)
Brian notices that his face is thinner and more tan than before.

2. Why does Brian feel like he is “not the same”? (p. 99)
Brian feels different because he is thinking and seeing like 
someone who belongs in wild, he is not scared or unsure anymore.

3. What is one reason Brian keeps repeating “There were these 
things to do”? (p. 101)
One reason Brian says this is to show that staying busy helps him 
feel strong and calm.

1. What does Brian notice when he sees his reflection in the 
water? (p. 98)
Brian notices…

2. What is one way Brian’s thinking has changed? (p. 99)
One way Brian’s thinking has changed is…

3. Why does Brian focus on doing small tasks each day? (p. 101)
Brian focuses on small tasks because…

1. What does Brian notice when he sees his reflection in the 
water? (p. 98)
Brian notices that he looks thinner and more tanned.

2. What is one way Brian’s thinking has changed? (p. 99)
One way Brian’s thinking has changed is he now pays close 
attention to sounds and movements around him.

3. Why does Brian focus on doing small tasks each day? (p. 101)
Brian focuses on small tasks because it helps him feel calm and 
safe.

12 Chapter 12 Hatchet pages 105-112 Telegraphed (p. 106) – Gave 
away or showed something, 
especially unintentionally.

Whine (p. 109) – A high-pitched, 
continuous sound; here, the 
sound of an airplane engine.

Abrupt (p. 111) – Sudden or 
unexpected.

1. How does Brian’s mindset 
shift throughout this section? 
What emotions does he feel, 
and what causes the change?
Brian starts with determination 
and creativity. He works on a fish 
spear, imagines creating a bow, 
and thinks about how early 
humans invented tools. But 
when the rescue plane passes 
without seeing him, his 
emotions shift dramatically. He 
goes from hope and excitement 
to deep despair and 
hopelessness. The missed rescue 
causes him to believe no one will 
come, and he feels completely 
alone.

2. Why is the missed rescue 
plane such a powerful moment 
in the story? How does the 
author build tension and 
emotion in that scene?
The scene is powerful because it 
represents the first real chance 
Brian has at being rescued. The 
author builds tension with 
Brian's frantic actions — running, 
getting the fire going, imagining 
the plane landing — and then 
lets the tension collapse when 
the plane doesn’t turn back. The 
moment becomes 
heartbreaking as Brian realizes 
his dream is gone, and with it, 
his hope.

3. What does this part of the 
story show about survival? 
What matters just as much as 
food or tools?
It shows that emotional strength 
and hope are just as important 
as physical survival tools. When 
Brian loses hope, everything 
feels meaningless — even his 
plans to catch fish or make a 
bow. Survival depends on 
believing you’ll make it, not just 
having the right supplies.

1. How does the author show Brian’s rising hope and sudden 
disappointment when the plane passes? What words or images 
make this moment powerful? Use at least two examples from 
the text.

2. What does Brian’s reaction to the missed plane reveal about 
his character and the deeper meaning of survival?

3. The final lines of the chapter describe Brian feeling like “there 
was nothing for him.” What is the author saying through this 
moment, and how does it connect to the overall theme of 
isolation?

1. How does the author show Brian’s rising hope and sudden 
disappointment when the plane passes? What words or images 
make this moment powerful?
The author uses vivid language and short, urgent sentences to 
build suspense. For example, Brian hears the plane and “screamed 
it, cried it,” which shows his excitement and desperation. But when 
the plane “turned again and disappeared,” the mood shifts fast. 
Words like “gone” and “empty” make his disappointment feel 
crushing.

2. What does Brian’s reaction to the missed plane reveal about 
his character and the deeper meaning of survival?
Brian’s reaction shows that he’s emotionally invested in being 
rescued. His collapse reveals that survival isn’t just physical — it’s 
about hope and mental strength. When he gives up, it shows how 
deeply humans need connection and purpose to keep going.

3. The final lines of the chapter describe Brian feeling like “there 
was nothing for him.” What is the author saying through this 
moment, and how does it connect to the overall theme of 
isolation?
The author is showing that total isolation can break a person’s 
spirit. Brian has no one to talk to and nothing to look forward to. 
This connects to the theme that survival is not just about food or 
shelter — it’s also about having hope and not feeling forgotten.

1. What does Brian try to build to help him survive? Why doesn’t 
it work?

2. How does Brian feel when the rescue plane passes? What 
does he do?

3. What does this part of the story teach about hope and 
survival?

1. What does Brian try to build to help him survive? Why doesn’t 
it work?
Brian tries to build a fish spear to catch food, but it doesn’t work 
well because fish are too fast and the spear isn’t sharp or strong 
enough.

2. How does Brian feel when the rescue plane passes? What 
does he do?
Brian feels heartbroken and hopeless. He runs to light his fire, but 
the plane doesn’t see him. After it flies away, he falls to the ground 
and cries. He feels like no one is coming to help him.

3. What does this part of the story teach about hope and 
survival?
It teaches that hope is a big part of survival. When Brian loses 
hope, he feels like nothing matters anymore. The story shows that 
having a strong mind is just as important as having food or tools.

1. What did Brian try to make to catch fish? Did it work? (p. 105-
106)
Brian tried to make... but...

2. How did Brian feel when the plane did not stop? (p.109-110)
He felt... because...

3. Why is hope important in this part of the story? (p. 111-112)
Hope is important because...

1. What did Brian try to make to catch fish? Did it work? (p. 105–
106)
Brian tried to make a fish spear, but it didn’t work because the fish 
were too fast and the spear wasn’t sharp enough.

2. How did Brian feel when the plane did not stop? (p. 109–110)
He felt very sad and hopeless because he thought he would be 
rescued, but the plane flew away without seeing him.

3. Why is hope important in this part of the story? (p. 111–112)
Hope is important because when Brian loses it, he feels like 
nothing matters anymore. It shows that feeling strong inside is 
part of surviving.

1. What did Brian try to make to help him get food? (p. 105–106)
Brian tried to make...

2. How did Brian feel when the plane flew away? (p. 109–110)
He felt... because...

3. What did Brian do after the plane left? (p. 110–112)
After the plane left, Brian...

1. What did Brian try to make to help him get food? (p. 105–106)
Brian tried to make a spear to catch fish, but it didn’t work well 
because the fish moved too fast.

2. How did Brian feel when the plane flew away? (p. 109–110)
He felt very sad and upset because he thought the plane would 
rescue him, but it didn’t stop.

3. What did Brian do after the plane left? (p. 110–112)
After the plane left, Brian fell down and cried. He felt like no one 
was coming and he had no hope left.

13 Chapter 13

*Page 116 discusses 
suicide*

Hatchet pages 113-120 Nodded (p. 115) – A subtle, 
respectful gesture of 
recognition; here, between Brian 
and the wolves.

Smolder (p. 117) – To burn slowly 
without flame; used to describe 
fire, but also reflects Brian’s slow, 
steady emotional recovery.

Exulted (p. 119) – Felt great joy or 
pride, especially after a victory.

Tough hope (p. 120) – A phrase 
coined by Brian to express a 
new, earned belief in himself and 
his ability to survive — a hope 
born from hardship.

1. What does Brian’s encounter 
with the wolf teach him about 
his place in the wilderness? 
Brian realizes that the wolf 
doesn’t see him as a danger — it 
simply watches him and then 
walks away. Brian understands 
that the wolf accepts him as part 
of the wild, just like any other 
creature. This moment helps 
Brian see that he truly belongs in 
the wilderness now, not as a 
visitor, but as someone who has 
learned how to live in it.

2. How does Brian reflect on 
the changes in himself since 
the plane passed by? What 
does he mean by “the new 
Brian”?
Brian understands that the 
disappointment of the plane not 
rescuing him changed him 
forever. He isn’t waiting to be 
saved anymore. “The new Brian” 
is someone who is self-reliant, 
calm, and part of the wild. He 
has learned to survive by 
adapting and thinking 
differently.

3. What does Brian’s phrase 
“tough hope” mean? How is it 
different from the hope he had 
before? 
“Tough hope” means a hope 
built through hard work and 
survival, not just wishful 
thinking. Before, Brian hoped for 
rescue. Now, he hopes in his own 
ability to survive. It’s stronger 
because it’s based on action and 
learning.

1.What does the wolf encounter symbolize in Brian’s journey? 
How does this moment show that Brian has changed? 

2.What does Brian mean when he thinks of “the new Brian”? 
How does this idea connect to earlier moments in the book? 

3.How does the author use Brian’s success with the bow and 
arrow to show a shift in tone from despair to strength?

1. What does the wolf encounter symbolize in Brian’s journey? 
How does this moment show that Brian has changed? 
The wolf encounter shows that Brian has become part of the 
natural world. Instead of running or feeling fear, he stands still and 
watches — and the wolf watches back without harm. This 
symbolizes that Brian is no longer just surviving; he belongs in the 
wild. It shows how calm, aware, and connected he has become.

2. What does Brian mean when he thinks of “the new Brian”? 
How does this idea connect to earlier moments in the book? 
“The new Brian” is the version of himself that was created after the 
plane passed and he wasn’t rescued. Earlier in the book, Brian felt 
helpless and focused on being saved. Now he thinks differently — 
he’s stronger, more focused, and knows how to take care of 
himself. This moment connects to his emotional turning point 
when he realized no one might come.

3. How does the author use Brian’s success with the bow and 
arrow to show a shift in tone from despair to strength? 
The tone shifts from struggle to triumph. Earlier, Brian misses fish 
and even injures himself, but he keeps trying. When he finally 
catches a fish and cooks it, the author describes Brian’s pride and 
joy. The words “He had done food” and “I am full of tough hope” 
show that Brian feels strong, capable, and proud of what he’s 
learned.

1. What does Brian see and do when he meets the wolf?

2. How has Brian changed since the plane passed him by?

3. What does Brian do that shows he is becoming more 
confident in surviving?

1. What does Brian see and do when he meets the wolf?
Brian sees a large wolf watching him. He doesn’t run or panic. 
Instead, he stands still and watches the wolf, and the wolf slowly 
walks away. Brian realizes the wolf sees him as part of the forest.

2. How has Brian changed since the plane passed him by?
Brian has become more serious, careful, and determined. He no 
longer waits for help but focuses on surviving. He makes better 
decisions and believes in himself more.

3. What does Brian do that shows he is becoming more 
confident in surviving?
He builds a bow and arrow and learns how to catch fish. When he 
finally succeeds, he feels proud and happy. He starts to feel 
stronger and more hopeful.

1. What animal does Brian see, and how does he react? (p. 114–
115)
Brian saw... and he...

2. What does Brian think about himself now compared to 
before? (p. 115–117)
Brian thinks he is... because...

3. What does Brian do that makes him feel proud? (p. 118–120)
Brian feels proud because...

1. What animal does Brian see, and how does he react? (p. 114–
115)
Brian saw a wolf, and he stood still and watched it.

2. What does Brian think about himself now compared to 
before? (p. 115–117)
Brian thinks he is stronger and smarter because he can take care 
of himself.

3. What does Brian do that makes him feel proud? (p. 118–120)
Brian feels proud because he caught and cooked a fish.

1. What animal does Brian see? (p. 114–115)
Brian saw...

2. How does Brian feel about himself now? (p. 115–117)
He feels... because...

3. What food does Brian catch? (p. 118–120)
Brian catches...

1. What animal does Brian see? (p. 114–115)
Brian saw a wolf.

2. How does Brian feel about himself now? (p. 115–117)
He feels stronger because he can survive on his own.

3. What food does Brian catch? (p. 118–120)
Brian catches a fish.

14 Chapter 14 Hatchet pages 121-128 Smoldering (p. 122) – Burning 
slowly without flames, like Brian’
s fire at night.

Corrosive (p. 123) – Able to 
damage or destroy something, 
especially through a chemical 
reaction; describes the skunk 
spray’s effect.

Breakthrough (p. 128) – A 
sudden, important discovery or 
solution; Brian’s live fish pen is a 
breakthrough in his survival.

1. What lesson does Brian learn 
from his encounter with the 
skunk? 
Brian learns that food must be 
protected. He didn’t think a 
skunk would be a threat, but the 
skunk stole his eggs and sprayed 
him, nearly blinding him. This 
painful moment teaches him 
how important it is to think 
ahead and plan for safety.

2. How does Brian respond to 
his mistake? What does this 
tell us about his growth? 
Instead of giving up, Brian uses 
what he learned to rebuild his 
shelter better and stronger. He 
takes time to seal the walls and 
even makes a secure door. This 
shows that Brian is becoming 
more careful, skilled, and 
resilient.

3. Why is the fish pen a 
breakthrough for Brian? 
The fish pen lets Brian store food 
for the future — not just eat to 
survive but prepare ahead. This 
is a big change in how he thinks. 
It shows he’s not only reacting to 
problems, but starting to plan 
and take control of his survival.

1. How does Brian’s encounter with the skunk reflect the theme 
of survival through learning?

2. What changes does Brian make to his shelter and food 
storage after the skunk attack? What do these changes show 
about him?

3. What does the fish pen symbolize in Brian’s journey of 
transformation?

1. How does Brian’s encounter with the skunk reflect the theme 
of survival through learning?
The skunk attack teaches Brian that even small animals can be 
dangerous and that food must be protected. It’s a painful mistake, 
but instead of giving up, he learns from it and makes smarter 
choices. This shows that survival depends on learning from 
experience.

2. What changes does Brian make to his shelter and food 
storage after the skunk attack? What do these changes show 
about him?
Brian rebuilds his shelter with stronger walls, a woven door, and a 
better design to keep animals out. He also creates a food shelf and 
plans where to store fish. These changes show that he is thinking 
ahead, becoming more resourceful, and taking control of his 
safety.

3. What does the fish pen symbolize in Brian’s journey of 
transformation?
The fish pen represents a turning point. It shows that Brian is not 
just surviving day to day — he is now preparing for the future. It 
symbolizes independence, planning, and his ability to adapt to the 
wild like a true survivor.

1. Why was the skunk a problem for Brian?

2. What did Brian do to fix his shelter after the skunk attack?

3. What idea does Brian have to help with getting food?

1. Why was the skunk a problem for Brian?
The skunk stole Brian’s eggs and sprayed him, which made him 
feel sick and nearly blinded him. It showed that his food wasn’t 
safe.

2. What did Brian do to fix his shelter after the skunk attack?
He rebuilt his shelter with stronger walls and added a better door 
to keep animals out. He also added a place to store food.

3. What idea does Brian have to help with getting food?
Brian decides to build a pen in the water where he can keep live 
fish. This helps him save food for later instead of having to catch it 
every time.

1. What animal sprayed Brian and took his food? (p. 122–123)
Brian was sprayed by...

2. What did Brian fix after the skunk attack? (p. 124–125)
Brian fixed...

3. What did Brian build to keep fish? (p. 127–128)
Brian built...

1. What animal sprayed Brian and took his food? (p. 122–123)
Brian was sprayed by a skunk that stole his eggs.

2. What did Brian fix after the skunk attack? (p. 124–125)
Brian fixed his shelter and made it stronger.

3. What did Brian build to keep fish? (p. 127–128)
Brian built a fish pen to keep live fish.

1. What animal sprayed Brian? (p. 122–123)
Brian was sprayed by...

2. What did Brian fix? (p. 124–125)
Brian fixed...

3. What did Brian build? (p. 127–128)
Brian built...

1. What animal sprayed Brian? (p. 122–123)
Brian was sprayed by a skunk.

2. What did Brian fix? (p. 124–125)
Brian fixed his shelter.

3. What did Brian build? (p. 127–128)
Brian built a fish pen.

15 Chapter 15 Hatchet pages 129-137 Camouflage (p. 130) – The 
natural coloring or pattern that 
helps an animal blend into its 
surroundings.

Exasperated (p. 130) – Very 
frustrated or annoyed.

Patience (p. 136) – The ability to 
wait and stay calm without 
giving up.

1. What makes Brian’s first 
meat so important beyond just 
getting food?
Brian’s first meat is important 
because he earned it completely 
on his own. It represents hard 
work, learning, and survival. It 
wasn’t just food—it was a victory 
and a turning point.

2. How does Brian finally figure 
out how to spot foolbirds?
Brian realizes he has been 
“looking wrong.” Instead of 
looking for feathers or color, he 
learns to see their outline—the 
shape of their bodies. This shows 
how much he’s grown at 
observing nature.

3. What does this chapter 
teach us about the role of 
mistakes in Brian’s survival?
This chapter shows that 
mistakes are a key part of how 
Brian learns. He fails many times 
before succeeding, but each 
failure teaches him something 
new. He doesn’t give up—he 
learns, adapts, and grows 
stronger.

1. Why does Brian crave meat, and how does that craving affect 
his actions?

2. What mistake does Brian realize he’s been making when 
trying to hunt foolbirds? What does he learn instead?

3. How does Brian’s experience preparing and cooking the bird 
show his growth as a survivor?

1. Why does Brian crave meat, and how does that craving affect 
his actions?
Brian craves meat because he’s tired of fish and berries—he wants 
heavier, more satisfying food. This craving drives him to work 
harder and keep hunting until he finally gets the foolbird.

2. What mistake does Brian realize he’s been making when 
trying to hunt foolbirds? What does he learn instead?
Brian realizes he’s been looking for feathers or movement, but that’
s the wrong way. He learns to see the shape of the birds instead—
the outline—and this helps him finally spot and catch one.

3. How does Brian’s experience preparing and cooking the bird 
show his growth as a survivor?
Brian figures out how to clean the bird, cook it properly, and even 
use the feathers for arrows. This shows he’s becoming more skilled, 
patient, and confident in his ability to survive.

1. Why did Brian want to get meat?

2. What made it hard for Brian to hunt foolbirds at first?

3. How does Brian finally get a foolbird?

1. Why did Brian want to get meat?
Brian was tired of eating only fish and berries. He wanted 
something different and more filling, so he decided to hunt for 
birds.

2. What made it hard for Brian to hunt foolbirds at first?
Foolbirds were hard to see because they were camouflaged. Brian 
kept missing them because he was looking for feathers or 
movement, not their shape.

3. How does Brian finally get a foolbird?
Brian realizes he needs to look for the bird’s outline, not its color. 
Once he makes this change, he’s able to spot one and kill it with 
his spear.

1. Why does Brian want to eat meat? (p. 129–130)
Brian wants meat because...

2. What does Brian learn about finding the birds? (p. 132–134)
Brian learns he has to look at...

3. What does Brian do after he gets the bird? (p. 135–137)
Brian...

1. Why does Brian want to eat meat? (p. 129–130)
Brian wants meat because he is tired of fish and berries.

2. What does Brian learn about finding the birds? (p. 132–134)
Brian learns he has to look at the birds’ shape to find them.

3. What does Brian do after he gets the bird? (p. 135–137)
Brian cleans it, cooks it, and eats it all.

1. What kind of food does Brian want? (p. 129–130)
Brian wants...

2. What animal does Brian try to catch? (p. 131–134)
Brian tries to catch...

3. What does Brian do with the bird? (p. 135–137)
Brian...

1. What kind of food does Brian want? (p. 129–130)
Brian wants meat.

2. What animal does Brian try to catch? (p. 131–134)
Brian tries to catch a bird.

3. What does Brian do with the bird? (p. 135–137)
Brian cooks and eats the bird.

16 Chapter 16 Hatchet pages 138-149 Exasperated – p. 130 
Intensely irritated or frustrated.

Slivers – p. 138
Small, thin, narrow pieces of 
something.

Precious – p. 149 Of great value; 
highly important.

1. What are some of the "First 
Days" Brian experiences in this 
chapter, and what do they 
reveal about how he's 
changed?
These First Days, like First Rabbit 
Day and First Arrow Day, show 
how much Brian has grown in 
survival skills and confidence. He 
marks time not by dates but by 
achievements.

2. How does Brian react to the 
attack from the moose, and 
what does this tell us about his 
character?
Brian remains observant, 
adaptive, and persistent even 
after being seriously injured, 
which shows his resilience and 
growing toughness.

3. Why does Brian want to do 
something for the pilot when 
he sees the tail of the plane? 
What does this say about 
Brian’s emotional journey?
Brian feels sorrow and 
responsibility. His desire to honor 
the pilot shows empathy and 
how he's grown emotionally, not 
just in survival.

1. Brian marks time using moments like “First Rabbit Day” and 
“First Arrow Day” instead of traditional dates. How does this 
shift in tracking time reflect his transformation in the 
wilderness? Use evidence from the chapter to support your 
analysis.

2. How does Paulsen use vivid imagery and pacing in the moose 
attack and tornado scenes to emphasize Brian’s vulnerability? 
What does this suggest about the power of nature compared to 
human effort?

3. After the destruction caused by the tornado, Brian says he 
“sat for hours and watched the water.” What does this moment 
of stillness tell us about Brian’s mental and emotional state? 
What deeper understanding about survival does Brian seem to 
gain here?

1. Brian marks time using moments like “First Rabbit Day” and 
“First Arrow Day” instead of traditional dates. How does this 
shift in tracking time reflect his transformation in the 
wilderness?
This change shows that Brian is no longer living by a human 
calendar but by events that are meaningful for his survival. It 
reflects how deeply he has adapted to life in the wild. These 
milestone moments show how his identity and priorities have 
shifted—successes like hunting or making tools are now the most 
important markers of time in his life.

2. How does Paulsen use vivid imagery and pacing in the moose 
attack and tornado scenes to emphasize Brian’s vulnerability? 
What does this suggest about the power of nature compared to 
human effort?
Paulsen uses short, sharp sentences and sensory details to make 
these moments feel sudden and chaotic. The moose attack comes 
without warning, and the tornado follows quickly after, leaving no 
time to recover. These back-to-back disasters show how fragile 
Brian’s progress is and how, despite his skills, nature still has 
ultimate control. It highlights the theme that nature is indifferent 
to human struggle.

3. After the destruction caused by the tornado, Brian says he 
“sat for hours and watched the water.” What does this moment 
of stillness tell us about Brian’s mental and emotional state? 
What deeper understanding about survival does Brian seem to 
gain here?
This quiet moment shows that Brian is in shock but also beginning 
to process the depth of what he has endured. It suggests 
acceptance—he understands now that survival is not just about 
skill but about resilience and emotional strength. Watching the 
water represents reflection and perhaps a sense of peace, even 
after devastation.

1. What are some of the new “firsts” Brian experiences in this 
chapter, and what do they show about how he’s changed?

2. How does the tornado affect Brian’s shelter and tools, and 
what does he do next?

3. How does Brian feel when he sees the tail of the plane 
sticking out of the lake? Why is this moment important?

1. What are some of the new “firsts” Brian experiences in this 
chapter, and what do they show about how he’s changed?
Brian experiences things like First Rabbit Day and First Arrow Day. 
These show that he now measures time by survival milestones, not 
calendars, which means he’s fully adapted to living in the wild.

2. How does the tornado affect Brian’s shelter and tools, and 
what does he do next?
The tornado destroys Brian’s shelter and ruins many of his tools. 
He’s upset but quickly decides to rebuild. This shows how resilient 
and determined he’s become.

3. How does Brian feel when he sees the tail of the plane 
sticking out of the lake? Why is this moment important?
Brian feels a mix of emotions—shock, sadness, and a strong desire 
to do something for the pilot. This moment is important because it 
connects his survival back to the crash and reminds him of why he’
s out there.

1. What new days does Brian create, and what do they mean to 
him? (p. 138–139)
Brian creates days like... These days are important to him because...

2. What happens to Brian when the moose attacks? (p. 141–142)
When the moose attacks, Brian... This shows that...

3. What damage does the tornado cause, and what does Brian 
do after? (p. 144–147)
The tornado destroys... After it happens, Brian decides to...

1. What new days does Brian create, and what do they mean to 
him? (p. 138–139)
Brian creates days like First Rabbit Day and First Arrow Day. These 
days are important to him because they show how much he has 
learned and how he’s surviving on his own.

2. What happens to Brian when the moose attacks? (p. 141–142)
When the moose attacks, Brian gets hurt and knocked around. 
This shows that he is still vulnerable to nature and that danger can 
happen fast.

3. What damage does the tornado cause, and what does Brian 
do after? (p. 144–147)
The tornado destroys his shelter and ruins his tools. After it 
happens, Brian decides to rebuild everything, showing he is strong 
and doesn’t give up.

1. What special days does Brian make? (p. 138–139)
Brian makes...

2. What animal hurts Brian? (p. 141–142)
Brian gets hurt by...

3. What does Brian do after the tornado? (p. 144–147)
After the tornado, Brian...

1. What special days does Brian make? (p. 138–139)
Brian makes First Rabbit Day and First Arrow Day.

2. What animal hurts Brian? (p. 141–142)
Brian gets hurt by a moose.

3. What does Brian do after the tornado? (p. 144–147)
After the tornado, Brian rebuilds his shelter and makes new tools.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tKSiXg1ojYHnqML6sfQxXqLMoVWYd2KwuFY9IKs1l-4/edit?slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_88#slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_88
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Qkg36_OEnf8oicxsYR9Y4Z1utS8xXGisZ7d3EpagKgo/edit?slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_95#slide=id.g33de2c1639c_0_95
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1J5wLkmu4o7Dr7C0CbdaJSifgDUsfeEvgyDAT_SypF8k/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PZuDDQI33oeJh_q4oCAAdH161v8xVZ0hXOd5rtx0U68/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OGR7ma_cn2EOTGp7LPqEa-x5kOKe4wuj2OQRzAO72RU/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p


Reading Module Teacher Notes:

The reading portion of this unit is designed for whole-group instruction. Each class begins with an excerpt that the class reads together. It is recommended that the 
teacher read the excerpt aloud while students follow along. Alternatively, the teacher may ask a few strong readers to take turns reading sections aloud. Whenever 
possible, the text should be read aloud to support students who are still developing foundational literacy skills. After the reading, the teacher facilitates a discussion 
using provided questions to help students interpret the text and clarify any misconceptions. For examples on how to format the discussion, refer to the Literacy 
Discussion Protocols. Answers to all dicussion questions can be found below as well as in the presenter notes of the daily slide deck. On some days, the discussion is 
followed by a brief mini-lesson or review of a specific skill or concept. To reinforce comprehension and writing skills, students then complete an independent work 
task, responding to short-answer reading comprehension questions. These tasks are differentiated by level to meet students’ varying needs. Advanced students 
receive more complex questions, while beginning students work with more targeted questions and greater scaffolding. All short response questions are evaluated 
using the Short Response Rubric.

Day Lesson (Slide deck linked) 📖 Reading 🔎 Vocabulary Focus 💬 Discussion Questions 📝 Comprehension Questions - BLUE Blue Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - GREEN Green Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - YELLOW Yellow Answer Key 📝 Comprehension Questions - RED Red Answer Key

17 Chapter 17 Hatchet pages 150-160 Rummaged (p. 151) – searched 
through something in a 
disorderly or hurried way.

Stymied (p. 154) – prevented 
from progressing or moving 
forward.

Intact (p. 158) – not damaged or 
impaired; complete.

1. How does the arrival of the 
new plane impact Brian 
emotionally and mentally?
Brian feels a wave of intense 
hope, followed by deep 
disappointment when the plane 
flies away. This emotional shift 
shows how much he’s 
depending on rescue but also 
how he’s learning to manage 
and survive without it.

2. Why does Brian's reaction to 
the plane show that he has 
changed since the beginning 
of the story?
At the beginning, Brian would 
have felt helpless, but now, even 
after the plane leaves, he doesn’t 
give up. He lets the sadness pass 
and moves forward with a plan, 
showing resilience and maturity.

3. What does Brian's 
determination to find tools in 
the plane say about his 
character growth?
His decision to dive into the 
water and explore the plane 
shows he is resourceful and 
brave. He thinks ahead and 
takes control of his situation, 
which reflects how much more 
capable and independent he’s 
become.

1. How does Paulsen use contrast between hope and 
disappointment to highlight Brian’s emotional resilience?

2. What does Brian’s choice to retrieve supplies from the 
sunken plane reveal about his evolving problem-solving 
strategies?

3. How does the setting of the submerged plane contribute to 
the mood and tone of this chapter?

1. How does the discovery of the plane in the lake serve as a 
turning point in Brian’s survival journey?
The discovery of the plane marks a significant shift because it gives 
Brian access to tools and supplies that increase his chances of 
survival. It also symbolizes a moment where Brian moves from 
simply surviving to actively planning for long-term success, 
showing his growth in confidence and self-reliance.

2. What does Brian’s choice to retrieve supplies from the 
sunken plane reveal about his evolving problem-solving 
strategies?
Brian's decision shows he is now more proactive and strategic. 
Instead of waiting for help, he evaluates risks and rewards, makes a 
plan, and takes action, demonstrating growth in logical thinking 
and self-reliance.

3. How does the setting of the submerged plane contribute to 
the mood and tone of this chapter?
The eerie, still water and the dark, quiet space of the sunken plane 
create a mood of suspense and danger. It also reflects Brian’s 
internal state—determined but cautious—as he explores this 
unknown, potentially perilous place.

1. Why is Brian determined to explore the plane at the bottom 
of the lake?

2. How does Brian prepare himself to dive to the plane, and 
what does this show about how he has changed?

3. What does Brian's problem-solving process as he builds a raft 
reveal about his mindset?

1. Why is Brian determined to explore the plane at the bottom 
of the lake?
Brian wants to explore the plane because he believes it might 
contain useful supplies, especially the survival pack he remembers 
being on board.

2. How does Brian prepare himself to dive to the plane, and 
what does this show about how he has changed?
Brian builds a raft to help him get out over the plane. This shows 
he is more strategic and thoughtful in his actions, using his 
experience to plan ahead rather than acting impulsively.

3. What does Brian's problem-solving process as he builds a raft 
reveal about his mindset?
Brian’s focus, patience, and ability to think through each step 
reveal how much he has matured. He stays calm, adjusts his plans 
when needed, and shows determination to achieve his goal.

1. Why does Brian want to get to the plane at the bottom of the 
lake? (pg. 153)
Brian wants to get to the plane because...

2. What tool does Brian build to help him reach the plane? (pg. 
154–155)
Brian builds a...

3. How does Brian show that he has become more thoughtful 
and prepared? (pg. 155–156)
Brian shows he is more thoughtful by...

1. Why does Brian want to get to the plane at the bottom of the 
lake? (pg. 153)
Brian wants to get to the plane because he remembers the 
survival pack inside and thinks it might help him live better in the 
wild.

2. What tool does Brian build to help him reach the plane? (pg. 
154–155)
Brian builds a raft out of logs tied together so he can float over the 
plane and dive straight down to it.

3. How does Brian show that he has become more thoughtful 
and prepared? (pg. 155–156)
Brian shows he is more thoughtful by taking time to plan how he 
will reach the plane and carefully building a raft before he dives.

1. What does Brian want to get from the plane? (pg. 153)
Brian wants to get...

2. What does Brian build to help him reach the plane? (pg. 154)
Brian builds...

3. How does Brian plan to use the raft? (pg. 156)
Brian plans to use the raft to...

1. What does Brian want to get from the plane? (pg. 153)
Brian wants to get the survival pack from the plane.

2. What does Brian build to help him reach the plane? (pg. 154)
Brian builds a raft to help him get over the plane.

3. How does Brian plan to use the raft? (pg. 156)
Brian plans to use the raft to float over the plane and dive down to 
it.

18 Chapter 18 Hatchet pages 161-170 Frenzied (p. 162) — Wildly 
excited or uncontrolled.

Wheezed (p. 163) — Breathed 
with a whistling or rattling 
sound in the chest.

Slackened (p. 169) — To become 
looser or less tight.

1. How does Paulsen build 
suspense in the scenes where 
Brian is trying to retrieve the 
survival pack?
Paulsen uses vivid, sensory 
language and pacing to create 
suspense. The physical struggle, 
the unknown depths, and 
Brian's breathlessness all 
heighten the tension and make 
readers feel Brian's desperation 
and determination.

2. What does Brian’s reaction 
to the pilot’s remains reveal 
about his emotional state and 
maturity?
Brian's horror and nausea at the 
sight of the pilot's remains show 
his humanity, but his ability to 
push through and finish the task 
shows growth. He’s no longer 
paralyzed by fear but can act 
despite it.

3. Why does Brian’s repeated 
phrase “He had done it” matter 
so much at the end of this 
chapter?

The phrase “He had done it” is a 
personal affirmation. It shows 
how far Brian has come—he's 
not just surviving, he’s achieving. 
It marks a turning point of 
competence, agency, and 
triumph.

1. How does Paulsen build suspense throughout Brian’s journey 
to retrieve the survival pack, and how does that suspense 
contribute to the reader’s understanding of Brian’s 
determination?

2. How does Brian’s physical and mental endurance help him 
succeed in retrieving the survival pack? Use at least two 
specific examples from the text to support your analysis.

3. In what ways is Brian’s final return to shore with the survival 
pack symbolic? What does the repeated phrase “He had done 
it” suggest about his identity, and how does it connect to major 
themes of the novel?

1. How does Paulsen build suspense during Brian’s return to the 
plane, and what does this reveal about Brian’s character?
Paulsen builds suspense through pacing and detail, describing 
each stage of Brian’s dive and the increasing danger as his air runs 
out. The tension intensifies when Brian drops the hatchet and 
again as he dives repeatedly, nearly passing out. This suspense 
highlights the extreme determination and resilience Brian has 
developed. His persistence in the face of exhaustion and danger 
emphasizes how far he’s come since the crash.

2. In what ways does Brian demonstrate both physical and 
mental endurance in this chapter? Provide evidence from the 
text.
Brian’s physical endurance is shown when he makes multiple deep 
dives, despite the freezing water and exhaustion. For example, he 
continues to dive even after he bumps his head and nearly blacks 
out. Mentally, he resists panic when he sees the pilot's skull and 
continues searching for the survival pack. These moments show 
that Brian’s ability to stay calm and focused under pressure is 
essential to his survival and growth.

3. What is the symbolic importance of Brian successfully 
retrieving the survival pack? How does it reflect a shift in Brian’
s self-perception?
Brian’s return to shore with the survival pack symbolizes the 
culmination of his transformation. The repeated phrase “He had 
done it” signals a shift in Brian’s self-perception—he now sees 
himself as capable and strong. This moment reflects key themes of 
self-reliance, perseverance, and maturity. It’s not just about getting 
the pack; it’s about everything he had to overcome to succeed.

1. What challenges does Brian face while trying to get into the 
plane, and how does he respond to them?

2. How do Brian’s thoughts and reactions show how much he 
has changed since the crash?

3. Why is retrieving the survival pack such an important 
moment for Brian?

1. What challenges does Brian face while trying to get into the 
plane, and how does he respond to them?
Brian faces several challenges, including dropping the hatchet, 
having trouble opening the plane’s door, and diving in cold water. 
Each time, he stays calm and problem-solves. For example, when 
he drops the hatchet, he dives again and retrieves it, even though 
he is scared and exhausted.

2. How do Brian’s thoughts and reactions show how much he 
has changed since the crash?
Brian’s reactions show that he has become much braver and more 
independent. He no longer panics easily and can keep going even 
when things get tough. Earlier in the story, he might have given 
up, but now he stays focused and keeps trying until he succeeds.

3. Why is retrieving the survival pack such an important 
moment for Brian?
Getting the survival pack is important because it shows that Brian 
has grown stronger and more confident. It also gives him new 
tools to survive. Most importantly, it proves to him that he can 
accomplish something very hard, all on his own.

1. What is one big problem Brian has while getting the survival 
pack? (p. 164)
One big problem Brian has while getting the survival pack is…

2. How does Brian show he has become braver in this chapter? 
(p. 167)
Brian shows he has become braver by…

3. What does Brian say or think that shows he is proud of 
himself? (p. 169)
Brian shows he is proud of himself when…

1. What is one big problem Brian has while getting the survival 
pack? (p. 164)
One big problem Brian has while getting the survival pack is that 
he drops the hatchet in the lake and has to dive down again to find 
it.

2. How does Brian show he has become braver in this chapter? 
(p. 167)
Brian shows he has become braver by diving back into the cold 
water and not giving up, even when he is scared and tired.

3. What does Brian say or think that shows he is proud of 
himself? (p. 169)
Brian shows he is proud of himself when he smiles and feels 
satisfied after getting the survival pack out of the plane.

1. What important tool does Brian drop in the water? (p. 164)
Brian drops…

2. How does Brian feel after he gets the survival pack? (p. 169)
After he gets the survival pack, Brian feels…

3. What does Brian use to help him reach the plane? (p. 162)
Brian uses…

1. What important tool does Brian drop in the water? (p. 164)
Brian drops the hatchet in the water.

2. How does Brian feel after he gets the survival pack? (p. 169)
After he gets the survival pack, Brian feels proud and happy.

3. What does Brian use to help him reach the plane? (p. 162)
Brian uses the raft to help him reach the plane.

19 Chapter 19 Hatchet pages 171-77 Sheath (p. 172)
A protective covering, often used 
to encase a blade or knife.

Transmitter (p. 174)
A device that sends out radio or 
electronic signals, often used in 
emergencies to call for help.

Surreal (inferred from Brian’s 
reaction, p. 177)
Having an oddly dreamlike or 
unreal quality, as if something is 
too strange or extraordinary to 
be true.

1. How does Brian’s reaction to 
the contents of the survival 
pack show how much he has 
changed since the beginning 
of the book?
 Brian’s excitement and awe at 
what used to be ordinary 
items—like a sleeping bag, 
matches, and food—highlight 
how his values and sense of 
“riches” have completely 
transformed. He no longer takes 
basic necessities for granted and 
sees them as treasures, showing 
his growth in gratitude and 
maturity.

2. What do Brian’s mixed 
feelings about the rifle and the 
lighter suggest about what he 
has learned during his time in 
the wilderness?
 Brian feels that the rifle and 
lighter remove him from the 
survival experience he worked so 
hard to master. These tools 
make life easier, but they also 
disconnect him from the 
knowledge, skill, and connection 
with nature he has developed. 
His discomfort reveals how 
much he values what he has 
learned and how deeply it has 
shaped him.

3. How does the arrival of the 
plane contrast with the quiet, 
deliberate pace of the survival 
scenes leading up to it?
 The arrival of the plane is 
sudden, fast, and loud, breaking 
the calm and reflective tone of 
the previous scenes. This 
dramatic shift emphasizes the 
shock of reentry into civilization 
and makes the moment of 
rescue feel surreal and 
overwhelming for both Brian 
and the reader.

1. Analyze how Paulsen uses imagery to describe the survival 
pack and explain what this reveals about Brian’s emotional 
state. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

2. How does the symbolism of the rifle contribute to the theme 
of independence and transformation in the novel?

3. Examine the final interaction between Brian and the pilot. 
What does this moment reveal about Brian’s identity and 
personal growth, and how does Paulsen use contrast to 
highlight this change?

1. How does Paulsen use imagery to emphasize the emotional 
impact of the survival pack on Brian?
Paulsen uses vivid imagery to describe the survival pack, 
emphasizing its “riches” and comparing it to treasure. This imagery 
underscores Brian’s awe and emotional response, showing how his 
sense of value has changed. Where once he felt hopeless, now he 
is overwhelmed by how much he has endured and accomplished 
without these tools. The pack’s contents make him reflect on his 
own resilience and how far he has come.

2. What does the rifle symbolize in the context of Brian’s 
journey and transformation?
The rifle symbolizes the return to civilization and a loss of the raw 
independence Brian developed. It shifts the balance of survival 
from skill and instinct to convenience and power. While it might 
seem like a reward, Brian feels the rifle represents something 
foreign—his journey has made him self-reliant, and the rifle feels 
like a shortcut, undermining his growth.

3. How does the pilot’s brief interaction with Brian reflect a 
deeper theme about transformation and identity?
The pilot’s arrival is anticlimactic for Brian, contrasting sharply with 
the monumental changes he’s undergone. While the pilot sees a 
lost boy, readers know Brian has transformed into a self-sufficient 
survivor. This interaction highlights Brian’s internal transformation 
and suggests he’s no longer the same person who once boarded a 
plane. Paulsen uses this contrast to show that true change is 
internal and often invisible to others.

1. Why does Brian refer to the contents of the survival pack as 
“riches”?

2. How does Brian feel when he finds the rifle in the pack, and 
what does this show about his growth?

3. What does the pilot’s reaction to Brian tell us about how 
much Brian has changed?

1. Why does Brian refer to the contents of the survival pack as 
“riches”?
Brian refers to the survival pack as “riches” because he has lived 
without basic tools and comforts for so long that even simple 
items like food, soap, and utensils feel like luxury. It shows how his 
values and perspective have changed through the survival 
experience.

2. How does Brian feel when he finds the rifle in the pack, and 
what does this show about his growth?
Brian feels strange and uncomfortable when he finds the rifle. 
Although it’s a helpful tool, it feels unnatural to him because he has 
learned to survive through patience, observation, and hard work. 
This shows that Brian has come to respect nature and his own 
abilities more than relying on modern tools.

3. What does the pilot’s reaction to Brian tell us about how 
much Brian has changed?
The pilot sees Brian as a missing boy, but doesn’t realize how much 
he has changed. Brian has become calm, wise, and strong through 
his experiences. This contrast shows that while others may still see 
him as the same person, Brian knows he has transformed deeply.

1. Why does Brian call the items in the survival pack “riches”? 
(Page 173)
The items are called “riches” because…

2. How does Brian react when he finds the rifle in the pack? 
(Page 174)
When Brian finds the rifle, he feels…

3. What does the pilot think when he first sees Brian? (Page 176)
The pilot thinks Brian is…

1. Why does Brian call the items in the survival pack “riches”? 
(Page 173)
The items are called “riches” because they were luxuries Brian had 
learned to live without and now seemed like treasures.

2. How does Brian react when he finds the rifle in the pack? 
(Page 174)
When Brian finds the rifle, he feels unsure and uneasy because it 
feels strange and powerful compared to the way he had survived 
before.

3. What does the pilot think when he first sees Brian? (Page 176)
The pilot thinks Brian is a survivor and looks amazed, like he can’t 
believe Brian is alive and standing in front of him.

1. What is in the survival pack that Brian thinks is special? (Page 
173)
There is something in the survival pack that Brian calls “riches”...

2. How does Brian feel when he sees the rifle? (Page 174)
When Brian sees the rifle, he feels...

3. Who arrives and finds Brian? (Page 176)
The person who finds Brian is...

1. What is in the survival pack that Brian thinks is special? (Page 
173)
There is something in the survival pack that Brian calls “riches” 
because it has food and supplies he could only dream of while 
surviving.

2. How does Brian feel when he sees the rifle? (Page 174)
When Brian sees the rifle, he feels strange and unsure because it 
makes the survival feel different, almost too easy.

3. Who arrives and finds Brian? (Page 176)
The person who finds Brian is the pilot of a rescue plane.

20 Epilogue Hatchet pages 178-181 Furor (pg. 180)
A sudden outburst of public 
anger or excitement.

Ineffective (pg. 180)
Not producing the desired 
result; useless.

Permanent (pg. 178)
Lasting or intended to last 
indefinitely.

1. What do we learn about how 
Brian has changed after 
returning from the wilderness?
Brian’s physical transformation is 
clear—he’s lean, wiry, and his 
body has adapted to survive in 
harsh conditions. Mentally and 
emotionally, he’s more 
observant, thoughtful, and 
deliberate. He views food with 
deep appreciation and sees the 
world with new perspective. 
These changes are lasting, even 
after he returns to normal life.

2. How does the epilogue 
deepen our understanding of 
the theme of survival?
The epilogue shows that survival 
isn’t just about physical 
endurance—it’s also about 
personal growth, reflection, and 
transformation. Paulsen uses 
this chapter to illustrate how 
Brian’s experience shaped his 
identity long after he was 
rescued. By including the 
epilogue, the author highlights 
that survival impacts a person 
far beyond the moment of 
danger.

3. Why does Brian choose not 
to share “the Secret” with his 
father?
Brian’s decision not to share the 
Secret reveals his maturity and 
emotional complexity. He 
understands that telling the 
Secret could hurt his father, and 
perhaps he realizes some truths 
are too heavy or painful to speak 
aloud. This moment underscores 
how Brian has changed: he’s no 
longer the impulsive boy we met 
at the beginning of the novel.

1. Analyze how Brian’s perspective on the modern world shifts 
after his rescue. What specific details does Paulsen include to 
show this contrast?

2. In what ways does the epilogue suggest that Brian’s survival 
experience has led to permanent emotional and psychological 
changes? Use at least two pieces of evidence from the text.

3. Why might Gary Paulsen choose to end the novel with Brian 
remaining silent about the Secret? What does this decision 
reveal about Brian’s character development?

1. How does Brian’s perspective on the modern world change 
after his survival experience?
Brian’s perspective on the modern world changes drastically after 
his survival experience. Paulsen emphasizes how even grocery 
stores feel overwhelming and wondrous to him—Brian stares at 
food aisles, marveling at the quantity and variety. This contrast 
shows how deeply he has internalized the scarcity and simplicity of 
life in the wilderness. He views food with reverence and no longer 
takes abundance for granted.

2. What does the epilogue reveal about how Brian has changed 
emotionally and psychologically?
The epilogue shows that Brian has undergone permanent 
emotional and psychological changes. For example, Paulsen notes 
that Brian gains a new ability to observe and react carefully, and he 
becomes more thoughtful, always pausing before speaking. 
Additionally, his dreams about the lake and forest continue long 
after his return, indicating that the experience has left a lasting 
mental imprint. These shifts suggest a more mindful, mature 
version of Brian than the boy who first boarded the bush plane.

3. Why do you think Paulsen ends the novel with Brian deciding 
not to tell his father about the Secret?
Paulsen ends the novel with Brian staying silent about the Secret 
to highlight his transformation. Brian’s choice not to tell his father 
reflects his emotional growth—he no longer feels the need to 
explain or act on impulses from his past life. This silence also 
symbolizes his understanding that some truths are too 
complicated or painful to share, a realization that marks his shift 
from adolescence toward adulthood.

1. How does Brian’s time in the wilderness affect how he reacts 
to things in the modern world?

2. What does the epilogue suggest about how Brian has grown 
since the beginning of the novel?

3. Why does Brian decide not to tell his father the Secret?

1. How does Brian’s time in the wilderness affect how he reacts 
to things in the modern world?
Brian is overwhelmed by things that once seemed normal, like 
seeing rows of food in the grocery store. He’s amazed by how easy 
it is to get food and realizes how much he had taken it for granted 
before. This shows he now views the world with more appreciation 
and awareness.

2. What does the epilogue suggest about how Brian has grown 
since the beginning of the novel?
The epilogue shows that Brian has become more mature and 
thoughtful. He doesn’t speak as quickly and thinks carefully before 
he acts. He’s also more observant and reflective, which shows that 
his time alone helped him grow emotionally and mentally.

3. Why does Brian decide not to tell his father the Secret?
Brian doesn’t tell his father the Secret because he understands 
how painful it would be. He seems to realize that some truths don’t 
always need to be shared and that holding onto this one is part of 
moving forward. It also shows that he’s no longer focused on 
blame, but instead on how he has changed.

1. How does Brian feel when he sees all the food in the grocery 
store? (p. 179)
He feels ... because...

2. What does the epilogue tell us about how Brian has 
changed? (p. 180)
The epilogue tells us...

3. Why does Brian keep the Secret to himself? (p. 181)
Brian keeps the Secret because he doesn’t want...

1. How does Brian feel when he sees all the food in the grocery 
store? (p. 179)
He feels overwhelmed because he is used to finding and preparing 
all his own food in the wild.

2.What does the epilogue tell us about how Brian has changed? 
(p. 180)
The epilogue tells us that Brian has changed because he no longer 
takes modern conveniences for granted and has a deeper 
understanding of nature and survival.

3. Why does Brian keep the Secret to himself? (p. 181)
Brian keeps the Secret because he doesn’t want to hurt his mother 
or change how others see his father.

1. How does Brian feel in the grocery store? (p. 179)
Brian feels confused by ...
2. What does Brian learn in the wilderness? (p. 180)
Brian learns ...

3. Why does Brian keep the Secret? (p. 181)
Brian keeps the Secret because... 

1. How does Brian feel in the grocery store? (p. 179)
Brian feels confused by all the food.

2. What does Brian learn in the wilderness? (p. 180)
Brian learns how to survive.

3. Why does Brian keep the Secret? (p. 181)
Brian keeps the Secret to protect his parents.
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